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In our self absorbed world of “own,” |
we find children with their own room, ™
own TV, and own computer. As you, a
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teacher or parent, share your love and time with
children God can use you to share the message of
Jesus Christ with them.

Children form concepts about God and Jesus from
hirth. | am often asked, “How do you know when a child
is ready?” Children develop at different rates, so the
personal decision to follow Christ varies. A change in
behavior may be a clue that the Haly Spirit is drawing a
child to a relationship with Jesus. Jehn 16:7-13 tells us
the Holy Spirit will convict us of our “sin, righteousness
and judgment” and guide us “into all truth.”

VBS, Sunday School, and cther teachers should
always be prepared to share Bible facts as children are
involved with Bible activities. Doing so will insure that
children have many opportunities to hear Bible truths.
Be especially mindful of children whao rarely attend
church. When you accept and love all children you
show that Ged loves and accepts everyone. Create
opportunities ‘to say, “I'd like to tell you more about
God's plan for your life.” Each child, the one who ;
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attends every Sunday, as well as the one who attends
infrequently, will know that you are one who is willing
to take the time to talk to them about personal matters.
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The Bible clearly states what one
must do to accept Christ, but it is the
Holy Spirit who brings understanding.
Use your Bible as you share Bible
facts about following Christ in a simple
and honest way and then allow the
Holy Spirit to draw children to Christ.

1. God has a plan for our life. God made people because He
wanted to have a friendshipwith people. When Adam and
Eve (the first people} chose to go their own way rather than
God's way [Genesis 1 and 2}, they sinned. People still sin
today when they disobey God, but He stillloves them and
wants to forgive them.

2. God sent Jesus to be our Savior. Because God loves
people He sent Jesus Christ to show us how much He loves
us. God sentJesus to save people fraom their sins (Matthew

1:21). The Bible tells us how Jesus did'miracles that onky God

could do, because Jesus was God {John 14:8-9). Some

people didn't like it because Jesus was God so they decided

He should die on a cross. Jesus could have stoppedthem,
but he chose to die for us. What Jesus did provides
forgiveness for our sins (Romans 5:8).

3. Everyone sins (Romans 3:23). The Bible tells us that
BVERYONE Sins.

the believer. They Sp:ént time together, pray

worshipped, did thmgs that only God could do through
them, gave their money to people who needed it, and led
others to believe in Jesus Christ {Acts 2: 42-47) ‘Churches

ay are made up of people who believe in Jesus Chrlst i

o have heen baptlzed They waritto do’ His work by
telling others about Jesus, praying for themselves and
others, loving, and helplng others in need.

To become a member of a church, we are to belleve

Jesus Christ is the Son of God, be baptized, and promise
to live the way Jesus wants us to live.

. LEADING CHILDREN N THEIR JO URNEY W‘ITH
CHRIST: THE LORD'S SUPPER :

at the Lord's Supper is somethmg
peaple at church do to remember what Jesus did for us.
Help children know that: The Lord's Supper began with
Jesus. Jesus gave His disciples bread to eat and fruit of
the vine to drink to remmd them of what Ha did for people
{(Matthew 26:26-30). When helievers {Christians} take the

" “Lord's Supper, wé are t6; Remeinber that Jasus gave His 1 |

life for us. The broken bread is to remind us that Jesus
gave His body for us: Drinking red grape juiceis to remind
us that Jesus bled for us {1 Corinthians 11:23-26). Think
about Jesus. “Do this.in remembrance of me™ {1 Corinthi-
ans 11:25). Think about ourselves. We need to ask
ourselves if we are domg what God wants us tu do (1

Ask Jasus to forgive us. ufthethlngs_ SR,

and tell Him we will tyte be like Him
{1 Corinthians 11:28}; | ]

LEADING CHII.[IHEH IN THEIR JO llFlI"IE"I" WITH
CHRIST: GUIDING CHILDREN TO PRAY
Introducing children:to prayer is helping them to have a
friendship with Jesus: Tell children that Jesus wants us

_to pray (Matthew 7:7) and that it is simply taikmg and P
" listening to God. Jesus gave us'an example of | ;

how to pray when He taught His disciples huw
to pray {Matthew 6:9-13). Jesus toid themto E
pray: Giving thanks and praise to God, For :

courage and strength, Far what they need,

and For forgiveness.i :

mises to hear and answer prayers .~ -
:24). Explain that people can pray
standing, sitting, or kneeling. Some people
close their eyes so that they can think about
God. To God the way. we stand or sit is not as .
important as the way we feel about Him and
others (Mark 11:25).
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The Bible clearly states what one

must do to accept Christ, but it is the
Holy Spirit who brings understanding.
Use your Bible as you share Bible
facts about following Christ in a simple
and honest way and then allow the
Holy Spirit to draw children to Christ.

1. Geod has a plan for our life. God made people because He
wanted to have a friendship with people. When Adam and
Eve (the first people) chose to go their own way rather than
God's way (Genesis 1 and 2, they sinned. People stll sin
today when they disobey God, but He still loves them and
wants toforgive them.

2. God sent Jesus to be our Savior. Because God loves
peopie He sent Jesus Christ to show us how much He loves
us. God sent Jesus to save people from their sins {(Matthew
1:21). The Bible tells us how.Jesus did miracles that only God
could do, because Jesus was God (John 14:8-8). Some
people didn't like it because Jesus was God so they decided
He should die on a cross. Jesus could have stopped them,
but he chose to die for us. What Jesus did provides
forgiveness for our sins (Romans 5:8).

3. Everyone sins (Romans 2:23). The Eible tells us that
eVBryone sins.

4. Sin separates us from God {Romans
6:23).0ur sin keeps us away from God.
5. Repent ar tell God you are sorry for
your sins {Acts '3 19] The Bible says if

" toward Gnd He WI|| forgive | us. This means T

we are to pray and tell God: We are very sorry for our sins.
We want to stop doing the things that are wrong, and start
doing the thmgs God wants us to do. Each person must
decide this for hlmself or herself. !

6. Confess that Jesus is Lord. Romans 10:9 says if we
confass (say) that Jesus is our leader and believe Jesus

| came 3 thie dead He will forgivé us'(ﬂomans 10:9). - -

7. Believe in Jésus and tell others. Jesus wants us to tell
others that we believe in Him {Matthew ID 32).

8. Following Jesus way. When we say we are sorry for our
sins and believe in Jesus, we should tryto do what He wants
us to do rather than what we want to do. Praying, reading the
Bible, and going to church will help us know what we should
do {1 John 2:3-6)."

B Being baptized. We show others that ‘we want tafollow

Jesus by heing _b_aptlzed. In Acts 8:35 Phllilp told a man about
Jesus. When tha man believed in Jesus, Philip baptized him
(Acts 8:38). Nowthatyuu believe in Jesua,;you can be

baptized so that others will know you believe.

STEPS IN LE.PrﬁlNG A CHILD Tﬂ EHRIST

1 -1 above) as you open yuur Blble and share what |t says
Allow a child time to ask questions, make comments and
process what his is hearing. :

2. Pray for the child to understand what he has heard. Pray
that God will help him to trust Jesus Chrlst

3. Invite the chlld to pray. Give the child tlme fo pray, asking
God to forgive | h|m for his sins and tellmg God he wants to

| oley Himforthe rest of his life. -

4. Celebrate with the child. Tell a ch|Id you are happy for her
Read Romans 1!].13t0gether If the child has a Bible, write by
Romans 10:13, "At Baptist Church Vacation
Bible School, when | was 10 years old, | prayed and asked
Jesus Christto fargive me of my sins.”




] 4. Sin separates us from God {Romans
8:23).0ur sin keeps us away from God.
5. Repent or tell God you are sorry for
your sins {Acts 3:19). The Bible says if
we are very sorry for our sins and turn
toward God, He will forgive us. This means
we are to pray and tell God: We are very sorry for our sins.
We want to ston doing the things that are wrong, and start
doing the things God wants us to do. Each persan must
decide this for himself or herself. ,

6. Confess that Jesus is Lord. Romans 10:9 says if we
confess (say) that Jesus is our leader and believe Jesus

zame hack from the dead He willforgive us {Romans 0:9): -

1. Believe in Jesus and tell others, Jesus wants us to tell
others that we believe in Him (Matthew 10:32).

8. Following Jesus’ way. When we say we are sorry for our
sins and believe in Jesus, we should try to do what He wants
us to do rather than what we want to do. Praying, reading the
Bible, and going to church will help us know what we should
do(1John 2:3-6). - _
9. Being haptlzed We show others that: we want to follow
Jesus by being baptlzed In Acts 8:35 Philip told a man about
Jesus. When the man helieved in Jesus, Philip baptized him
{Acts 8:38). Now that you believe in Jesus, you can be
baptized so that others will know you believe.

STEPS IN LEADING A CHILD TO CHRIST

1. Lead a child to discover the simple trath {outlined in steps i

1-7 above) as you open your Bibie and share what it says.
Allow a child tlme to ask questtans, make cnmments and
process what his is hearing. it

2. Pray for the child to understand what he has heard. Pray
that God will help him to trust Jesus Christ,

3. Invite the child to pray. Give the child time to pray, asking
God to forgive hlm for his sins and tellmg Bod he wants to
cbey Him for the rest.of his life. - F
4. Celebrate with'the child. TeII a child you' are happy for her.
Read Romans 10:13 together. If the child has a Bible, write by
Romans 10:13, “At Baptlst Chureh Vaeation
Bihle School, when I was 10 years old, | prayed and asked
Jesus Christto f-rgwe me of my sins.”

- Ey

5. Follow-up with the child.
Discuss the child's decision with
his/her parents. In frant of the
parents, explain that God wants us to
tell others about our decision to
follow Christ (Matthew 10:32) by
making the decisien public in the next
warship service. Help the child and
parents understand the importance of
baptism and following Jesus. After a
child accepts Christ; help him/her
. understand baptism:and church
- membership..A child needs to know

that haptlsm and church membership are not essential to

accepting Jesus Christ. Baptism is a way to obey God and
church membershtp is @ way to learn more about being a
Christian. Encourage a child {in front of his parents) to be
baptized and Ie_arn more about Jesus by'praying, reading
the Bibie and going to church (See 8 and 9 above}.

Some. pare,nts'mav-say that their child- tanmotbe haptized. -
Respect the parents’ authority but reassure the child that
his decision and experience are what God wants and that
there will came a time when he can be baptrzed and join
the church. Encuurage the child to learn.more about

Jesus by praying, reading his Bible, memerlzmg Bible
verses, doing what the Bible says, and gmng to church.

.= LEADING: EHIL[.'IHEI"I.! IN THEIR: JDUHNE‘E ANITH. -

CHRIST: UNDERSTANDING BAPTISM

Children need a:Christizn adult to guide them in undar-
standing baptism and why it is important. Jesus was
baptized {Matthew 3:13-17). The first church in the New
Testament baptlzed because Jesus was! baptlzed Today
people who chaose to follow Jesus are baptized because
they want to obey Jesus. Baptlsm is the way a person lets _

" others’ knowhe Urshe has’ chosentofnllowJesus e

{becoms a Christian). People who are baphzed are
promising to try to obey the teachings ofJesus Christ.

LEADING EH!LDHEN IN THEIR JO l.jH['tJE‘:r WITH
CHRIST: UNDERSTANDING CHLIFICH MEMBERSHIP
Children who feel accepted at church may think they are

already a church member Help them understand what the

The first church inthe New Testament was in Jerusalem
and was not a bmldmg, but a group of people. Gad's Spirit
taught them and helped them wark tugether to solve
prablems. When someone believed in Jesus they baptized




9. Follow-up with the child.

Discuss the child’s decision with
his/her parents. In front of the
parents, explain that God wants us to
tell others about our decision to
follow Christ (Matthew 10:32) by
making the decision:public in the next
worship service, Help the child and
parents understand the importance of
baptism and following Jesus. After a
child accepts Christ; help him/her
understand baptism and church
membership. A child needs to know: -

that baptlsm and church membership arg not essential to

accepting Jesqs Christ. Baptism is a way to obey God and
church memberShip is a way to learn mare about being a
Christian. Encaurage a child {in front of his parents) to be
baptized and learn more about Jesus by.praying, reading
the Bible and gaing ta church (See 8 and 8 above).

.- Some parents may say that their child cannot be haptized.

Respect the parents” autharity but reassure the child that
his decision and experience are what God wants and that
there will come a time when he can be baptized and join
the church. Entourage the child to learn' more about
Jesus by praying, reading his Bible, merﬁdrizing Bible
verses, doing What the Bible says, and guing to church.

.- LEADING CHILDREN IN THEIR JOURNEY WITH. . ... -

CHRIST: UNDERSTANDING BAPTISM

Children need 4 Christian adult to guidefclfnem in under-
standing baptism and why it is important.. Jesus was
baptized {Matthew 3:13-17). The first church in the New
Testament baptized because Jesus was:haptized. Today
people who choose to follow Jesus are béptized because

. they want to obey Jesus. Baptism is the way a person lets
others know he orshe has chosen to follow Jesus

{become a Christian). People who are baptlzed are
promising to try 1o obey the teachings of Jesus Christ.

LEADING CHlL[] REN IN THEIR JULIRI".]E‘:’ WITH
CHRIST: UNDERSTANDING C HLIE[:[J‘ MEMBERSHIP
Children who feel accepted at church may think they are

already a church member. Help them understand what the ; &

“ Bihie says about church; and what its- membeTs da.”

The first church;m the New Testament was in Jerusalem
and was not a building, but a group of psople. God's Spirit
taught them and helped them work toget_h'er to solve
problems. When someone believed in Jesfus they haptized

the believer. They spent time together, prayed, :
warshipped, did things that only Ged could do through
them, gave their money to peeple who needed it, and lad
others to believe in Jesus Christ (Acts 2:42-47). Churches

" today are made up of people who believe in Jesus Christ
-+ and have been baptized. They want to do His wark by

telling others about Jesus, praying for themselves and
others, loving, and helpmg others in naed.

To become a member: of a church, we are to beheve
Jesus Christ is the San of God, be baptized, and promise
to live the way Jesus wants us to live.

- LEADING CHILDREN IN THEIR JOURNEY WITH. ...
CHRIST: THE LORD'S SUPPER '

Help children know that the Lord's Supper is something
people at church do}tb remember what Jesus did far us.
Help children know that: The Lord’s Supper began with
Jesus. Jesus gave Hi$ disciples bread to eat and fruit of
the vine to drink to remmd them of what He did for people
(Matthew 26:26- 30) When believers (Ehrlstlans} take the

Lord's Supper, wé are to: Remenibef that Jesus gave His =+ *

life for us. The broken bread is to remind us that Jesus
gava His body for us. Drinking red grape juice;i's to remind
us that Jesus bled fdr us {1 Corinthians 11:23-26}. Think
about Jesus, “Do thi?,in remembrance of me"f(ﬂl Corinthi-
ans 11:25). Think about ourselves. We need to ask
ourselves if we are dcjing what God wants us to do {1

Carjnthians 11:28}. AskJesus to forgive us. ofthethmgs spnaclis
“"we are doing wrony and tell Him we will try t@ be like Him

(1 Corinthians 11:28). :

LEADING CHILD Flb*ll IN THEIR JOURNEY ~."u'ETH
CHRIST: GUIDING EI-IILI]HEI"J TO PRAY

Introducing children:to prayer is helping them: to have a
friendship with Jesus Tell children that Jesus wants us

£y _to pray {Matthew 7: 7 and that it is simply talklng and .

-._God promises to hear and answer prayers  * :
-~ (Mark 11:24). Explain that people canpray -

- [istening to God. Jesus gave Us an example'of - s e
how to pray when Hetaught His disciples howff : e

to pray (Matthew 6:9]:-313}. Jesus told them to : ik
pray: Giving thanks &nd praise to God, For §
courage and strength, For whatthey need, ‘|
and Forfurgiveness.f ; i

i

standing, sitting, or kneellng. Some people
close their eyes so that they can think about
Gaod. To God the way we stand or sitis notas
important as the way we feel about Him and .- |
others (Mark 11:25}. '




