 Ideas for Integrating On Mission Celebrations into Annual Associational Meetings

Rationale:

Integration of an On Mission Celebration into your annual associational meeting allows you to effectively plan, promote and conduct a quality associational mission awareness and mobilization event that is cost effective and relevant to associations of all sizes and locations.
Option 1: 
· Invite at least 3 Southern Baptist missionaries to participate in the annual meeting of your association. We suggest you include one missionary representing your state Baptist convention one representing the International Mission Board, and one representing the North American Mission Board. You could also involve people from your association that have been involved in recent short term mission experiences. Strive to be strategic regarding the selection of your guest missionaries. Does your association or state have existing partnerships with other Baptist associations, state Baptist conventions or countries? Are there international or North American missionaries that received their call to mission service while living and serving in your association? Are there long or short-term associational goals guest missionaries could assist in strengthening awareness and involvement? As you enlist missionaries, instruct them to provide a list of specific prayer requests and volunteer needs regarding their ministry to distribute during your meeting.
· Involve your guest missionaries in various elements of your annual meeting sessions. Conduct missionary interviews, have missionaries lead in prayer and/or devotions. Would it be possible for one or more of your missionaries to serve as key-note speaker for your meeting?
· Plan to have mission displays at your meeting site.

· If you provide a meal for messengers attending your annual meeting, consider transforming the meal time into a global missions banquet or luncheon. Consider the possibility of planning a prayer breakfast during your meeting.
Option 2:
· Choose and implement strategic ideas listed in option 1.
· Have guest missionaries speak at as many churches within your association as possible. Due to the small number of missionaries participating in this unique variation of an OMC, not all churches in your association will have the opportunity to host a guest missionary speaker during worship.
· If your meeting is held on Saturday, involve missionaries in Saturday’s sessions and then arrange for them to speak in local churches on Sunday.
· If your meeting is held on Monday, consider having guest missionaries arrive on Saturday.  This will give missionaries the opportunity to speak in churches on Saturday evening and Sunday.
Scheduling This Type of On Mission Celebration: 

Contact your state On Mission Celebration coordinator or the Partnership Events Unit for an OMC Scheduling Form. 
