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Welcome to e.worship.ok. This monthly e-newsletter contains updates and information regarding Worship Ministry in Oklahoma and across the SBC. It is our desire to equip you in your ministry at the local church and associational level. Please feel free to call or email us if we can be of service.

A Word from Keith Haygood

How deep the Father's love for us, how vast beyond all measure
That He should give His only Son and make a wretch His treasure.
How great the pain of searing loss, the Father turns His face away,
As wounds which marr the chosen One bring many sons to glory.

-Text by Stewart Townend
“How Deep the Father’s Love for Us!” What a powerful statement that is. The apostle Paul’s desire for every believer was “(That you) may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height— to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge.” It is an overwhelming thought for me that God, in His infinite love and wisdom and perfection, loves me as His child. To think God would go to such extremes to express His love for us is an awesome thought. Jesus laid down His life to prove His love for me. He is calling me to do the same. As you go throughout your day, be sure and thank God for His love and grace and mercy. Think about what it really cost Him to give you eternal life. It cost us nothing. It cost God His only begotten Son. Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!
Worship is the expression of love and gratitude from the heart of God's child to the heart of God the Father.
April/May Worship & Music Happenings in a Nutshell:
April 12: Singing Churchmen Concerts (Four Locations):

· Muskogee, Southeast

· Seminole, First

· Atoka, First

· Yukon, First

April 15: Oklahoma Baptist Symphony Concert - Bartlesville, First
April 20-21: Kids Music Oklahoma AND Student Music Festival – Oklahoma City, Quail Springs
April 27-28: Singing ChurchWomen Recording Session
Mark Your Calendar!!!

August 3–4, 2007: Church Music Oklahoma – Worship & Arts Expo at First Baptist Church of Moore, OK.

Features will include:


Concert featuring winners of the Oklahoma Baptist State Keyboard Festival


Premier performance of Christmas Musical for BGCO Website


Reading Sessions


Piano Sessions led by Craig Curry


Pre-School and Children’s Choir leadership


AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!
New From LifeWay Worship Music Group
LifeWay Worship Music Group is looking for churches in all areas of Oklahoma to host a new event called Worship Music Direct, beginning in January 2007.  There are great benefits and discounts to both the host church and to those churches who attend these events.  There is also the possibility of LifeWay Worship Music Group partnering with local worship leaders for future events on an ongoing basis.  If you are interested in knowing more about this program or hosting an event, please email Stan Loyd at stan.loyd@lifeway.com.  Thanks!
Recommended Reading for Worship Leaders
From Postlude to Prelude (Music Ministry’s Other Six Days)



By C. Randall Bradley

From Postlude to Prelude is the most comprehensive book on Church Music Administration that has been written in recent years. Author Randall Bradley discusses the “everyday life” of the Minister of Music, and suggests ways to deal with the multitude of tasks that arise on a day-to-day basis. Regardless of denominational affiliation, church size, or worship style, this book will be of help in navigating the many details important in creating a successful Music Ministry.
Oklahoma Baptist All-State Utah 2008

We are now planning the Oklahoma Baptist All-State 2008 tour to Utah.  Oklahoma’s finest young people will be working with Southern Baptist associations and congregations to tell the story of Jesus.  In preparation for the tour, we are currently conducting vocal and instrumental auditions.
Audition Opportunities:

· Student Music Festival – April 20-21, Oklahoma City, Quail Springs

· Falls Creek – every Thursday afternoon

· Singing Churchmen of Oklahoma concerts – check website for locations, auditions can be heard from 3:00pm-5:00pm at the concert location

· CMO 2007 – Worship & Arts Expo – August 3-4, Moore, First

· Make an appointment to audition at the Baptist Building in Oklahoma City

In addition to the audition opportunities listed below, you can host an audition in your church.  Contact Jana in the Worship & Music Ministry office at jvandertook@bgco.org for more information.
Bi-vocational Ministers of Music
Are you a bi-vocational minister of music? 

Do you need:

· good music for your choir, praise team, children’s choir and congregation, but don’t have the time or the budget?

· articles that you can read to or print for your choir?

· orders of worship that will work with your congregation?

· resources for planning corporate worship?

· ideas for special events and times of the year?

Go to www.bgco.org, click on “Resources” then “Worship & Music.” Check out our growing list of orders of worship, articles/devotions, worship planning helps, music and more… and the best part? IT’S ALL FREE!!! Click on the following link for a sample recording of music that is available: http://ds.bgco.org/docushare/dsweb/View/Collection-264
The Word Made Flesh (A Musical for Easter)
See what others are saying about the newest resource from the BGCO Worship and Music Ministries:

This article will appear in the Wetumka newspaper. Thank you for helping to make this possible. The message and music are great! And this is exactly what FBC, Wetumka needed this year to help get the choir going again after not having a choir for the last several years. Please pass this on to Jason, Jamie, Joel, Matt and Chris as you see fit.
-Ron Stone

 

The Word Made Flesh an Easter Musical written, composed, and arranged by six Music Ministers from across Oklahoma will be presented by the combined choirs of First Baptist Church, Wetumka and the Soldier Creek Baptist Church of Midwest City on Sunday, March 25 at First Baptist Church, Wetumka. The musical will begin at 6:00 P.M. First Baptist would like to invite you to join us in our new sanctuary for the musical. In return the Wetumka Choir will join Soldier Creek Baptist Church in Midwest City on April 1 to present the musical to that church. The Soldier Creek Baptist Church choir is led by Mr. Rick Hensley, Dr. Chuck McDade is the pastor. The Wetumka choir is led by interim Music Minister, Ron Stone and the interim Pastor is Rev. Jeff Jackson. This musical was made possible by the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma.

We presented "The Word Made Flesh" last night at FBC, Wetumka and things went really well. We had 24 in the combined choir of FBC, Wetumka and Soldier Creek Baptist, Midwest City. This would be by far the largest choir Wetumka has seen in a long time. We had several visitors from other churches because most of the Wetumka churches do not have evening services. People were impressed that the musical was written and arranged by fellow Okies.

This coming Sunday evening we will do it again at Soldier Creek.

I hope for the sake of the smaller churches that you and the BGCO will be able to provide more musicals and music for our use. This experience has been a great boost to the choir and music program at FBC, Wetumka.
I found "The Word made flesh" musical on the internet. We would love to perform this play at our church in South Africa.  This is an excellent play and I would just like to get permission to use this play.
Thanks,
Ferdinand Damon

Worship and Music Ministry Consultants are at your service:
Whether you are scheduling a local, associational or area event for training in church music, we have consultants in virtually every area of church music ministry. These men and women are true experts in their particular area of music ministry. Offering leadership in pre-school and children, youth, adult, senior adult, instrumental, keyboard, audio/visual, drama and more, this ministry is available to you. For information or to schedule a conference, please contact the Worship and Music Ministry office.

Resources:
Go to www.bgco.org, click on Resources then Worship and Music and see the growing number of free resources to assist you in your local church’s worship ministry. Check out the new music, orders of worship, devotions for worship leaders, past issues of e.worship.ok PLUS all Worship Leader Resources for PowerUP!
Artists’ Corner:
Forgiven The Southern Gospel Quartet......Forgiven Inc. (aka "Forgiven") has been presenting the good news of Jesus Christ in song for over 25 years.  They have presented over 100 concerts each year for the last four years across nine mid-western states.  Winners of the Branson Gospel Music "Showdown 2002" Contest, they are one of the most highly respected and highly sought after southern gospel quartets in the Midwest. For more information about the group or to book a concert please contact: Mark Green

(918) 850-6446 (cell) or (918) 661-0951 (office)

email: mark.green@forgiven-quartet.com
www.forgiven-quartet.com
Timothy Catlett Timothy has played for Gospel music promoter, Bill Gaither, Opera legend, Marilyn Horne, and Buddy Green, composer of the best-selling song, Mary Did You Know.  Tim has committed his musical talents to serving God and inspiring others.  He would appreciate the privilege to come and share God's love through the gift of music. Please visit Timothy’s website at www.catlettatthepiano.com for booking information.
Three Nail Turnaround is a Christian band made up of military personnel stationed at Fort Sill. Jeremie Wilson is the lead vocalist and can be contacted at the following: 
SSG Wilson, Jeremie G.

Career Counselor

17th FA BDE

Office: 442-6119

Cell:  580-512-0956

R & K Players available for music entertainment!

· Specialty in jazz arrangements of “Golden Oldies” such as I Left My Heart in San Francisco, Sentimental Journey, and As Time Goes By, and/or “Gospel Favorites” such as Every Time I Feel the Spirit, Just a Closer Walk, and Old Time Religion.
· Many combinations of instruments including piano, string bass, saxophones, flute, and percussion. (Vocals are available to some of our arrangements if desired)

· Packages available from background music to full performances starting at $100. Prices are based on time, number of instruments and musicians required, plus mileage.

· Great for Sr. Adult functions, Community and Civic Club dinners, church functions, parties, retirement centers - we’ll accompany and/or play host just about anywhere music lovers are found! 

Contact Kelly Anderson at 405-570-7224 or email revkellyanderson@yahoo.com for more information. 
Brad and Mary Kay Henderson have been blessed with a ministry of encouraging the local church, large or small through worship, concerts and Working on Worship retreats. Contact Brad Henderson brad@hendersongs.com
Juniper is a praise and worship band dedicated to serving Christ with their lives and lifting up his name through music. www.juniperworship.com
Matt Schinske is a free lance writer, arranger, performer and recording artist. Throughout his music career, he has performed numerous solo piano concerts in a variety of music venues. Matt loves to perform at churches, dinners, weddings and receptions. www.mkprostudio.com 
Links
www.bgco.org – Online resources available for your church

www.greatworshipsongs.com – Downloadable arrangements of worship songs for a nominal fee.
www.parkerpublicationsonline.com – Fine Arts resources for your church

www.g3worship.com – Worship resources for your church

www.multisensoryworship.com
www.lifewaystores.com
www.lifeway.com
www.sermonspice.com – Downloadable videos for worship at a nominal fee

www.praisecharts.com – Downloadable music and charts for worship ministry

www.christianitytoday.com – Your site for training church leaders

www.youthcue.com – Information on building and maintaining a strong youth choir ministry

www.crosswalk.com – Online Bible study helps

www.heartstogod.com – Praise and Worship network with hundreds of helps for worship leaders

www.hymncharts.com – Blend hymns and praise songs seamlessly by downloading sheet music

www.worshipflow.com – Learn how to make your worship flow smoothly

www.worshipmusic-central.com – Online orders of worship and helps for the bi-vocational music ministry
www.worshiptogether.com – “Worship resources for your generation”

www.sbbma.org – Southern Baptist Bivocational Ministers Association
www.forgiven-quartet.com – Southern gospel quartet available for your worship services, revivals, banquets and special events
www.mystaffarranger.com
www.worshiptoday.com – “Worship resources for your church”















