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Introduction to Leaders
Dear Leader,
Thank you for caring about the students at your church and taking the extra step to making
sure they transition into their next chapter of life well. I’m sure you realize the drastic
number of students leaving the church after high school. NextChapter was designed to
be a tool to help prevent that from happening. However, that is all it is. Without you, your
prayers, and the support of your church pouring into these seniors, NextChapter means
nothing. We pray the Holy Spirit works in wonderful ways in and through you this semester.
We also pray for victory in the spiritual warfare you are sure to face while investing in these
students. Remember that God’s word does not return void. What is planted in these students
throughout the course of this study will produce fruit in their next chapter. Read through this
study diligently; pray continually; and know we are here for you in this journey.
His servant and yours,

Cody Brumley
TCC West BCM Director
Next Chapter Team Coordinator
NextChapter@bgco.org  
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How to Use this Study
NextChapter was designed to be used in a small group church setting. The study is written as though it would
replace your normal Sunday School meeting time every Sunday morning. However, it may be adapted for use as a
small group that meets at a different time.
The ideal time to use NextChapter is the second semester of a student’s senior year. We recommend looking at the
Sunday you want to have the commissioning service (see final meeting lesson) and count back 14 weeks, leaving
one week available for a break from the lesson. We understand the Sunday before spring break or the Sunday after
prom may be a tougher Sunday for good participation. We recommend planning something other than NextChapter
for those Sunday mornings to a) give students something different for a day, and b) give the opportunity to
spiritually encourage each other. This timeline puts the study starting for most churches in February. So get ready
quick!
It is to be led by an adult (or team of adults) who will serve as mentors, friends, teachers, and supports of these
students in every aspect of their life as they finish high school. As the leader and host, you make the difference
between watching a video and actually being prepared for the next chapter of their life. This study is meant to be a
transformational experience. It’s not about the students being taught. It is about the students interacting with videos,
discussion, events, and the atmosphere you create that welcomes fresh conversation and life altering transparency.
You are more of a facilitator than a teacher. You open dorrs for discussion to happen and the Holy Spirit to work.
Again, thank you for your willingness to participate in NextChapter.

Reminder:
This is called the leader “guide.” It is just that… a guide. We trust that you know your students better than we do. Be
creative in designing your times together to meet your students’ wants and needs. Play music, have snacks, hangout,
and mix it up. Your level of preparation will communicate to the students that they are worth your time.

Weekly:
Read through the upcoming session in the leader guide in plenty of time to make copies, download videos, schedule
speakers, find what is needed for activities, and most importantly… let God work the truth into your heart.
The student guides are printed so the students can write down anything that “strikes a chord” with them. We want
them writing down things their friends say just as much as writing down things they hear in the video. They can use
the blank area between questions or the back of the page.

Downloading videos:
There are videos that go with certain sessions. The leader notes for each section tell you if there’s a video or not.
The videos are on the website NextChapter.bgco.org. There is a video link in the bottom right hand box or one at
the top navigation bar. Click the link to get to the video page. Once there, select the video you need for that week.
You can either show the video from your computer, attach it to a larger screen or projector with sound system, or
download the video and burn it to a DVD to show with any device that plays DVD’s. If there are any problems with
the videos, please email nextchapter@bgco.org promptly.
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Suggestions
The following are simply a few ideas that may improve the NextChapter experience. This is a growing list, so send us
your suggestions by going to NextChapter.bgco.org and clicking the “Contact Us” link.

• Buy all the students journals. This is an investment that shows them they matter. We want them documenting this
time in their life. Hopefully the journals will be present every week. This journal may serve them well to look back
on in their next chapter of life.

• Write in their journal. The art of handwritten letters is largely lost in this generation. Seeing that someone,
be it you or others in the church, took time to write and encourage them is an irreplaceable gift. This also
communicates the churches personal investment in each student.

• Emphasize that this is a special study. It offers something for underclassmen to look forward to and a sense of
privilege for the seniors.

• Meet somewhere different. Moving to a different location from your normal meeting room creates an expectation
of experiencing something new.

• Get others involved. If you can have a BCM Director come share or the teacher for your college/singles group at
church, it helps make the transition smoother.

• Get out of the church. Sharing life together outside the walls of the church creates new conversations and
displays commitment to wanting best for the students and not just the study.

• Use the website: NextChapter.bgco.org. There is a place to send your students information to the minister on their
campus. There’s a great resource page offering relevant studies to this season of life. And much more.

• Connect with us at Falls Creek. If your church participates at Falls Creek, then your students have the opportunity
to take the NextChapter experience even further. Make sure they make it to their own special teaching time just
for recent graduates.
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NextChapter
Introduction
Title: A chapter in God’s
Amazing Story
Video: Promo
Key Scripture: Hebrews 12:1-3

Session goals:
• Get to know each other
• Build excitement about the study/group
• Understand we are just a part of the story, not the
main character

• Motivate to take the upcoming transition seriously

Preparation:
• Read over lesson
• Pray
• Contact “guest speakers”
• Purchase Journals (if money allows) to give to
participating students

• Write encouragement letter in each journal (this
can be done by the leader or delegated to multiple
people. The idea is that each student receives a
short letter in the journal letting them know they
are prayed for, believed in, and that you are
proud of them for taking a great step toward
glorifying God in the next chapter of their life)

• Download Promo video
• Have TV or Computer to show video (have every
time video is required)

• Have snacks and drinks available
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• Have student guides ready with pens available
• Print off NextChapter Poster to hang in room

Introduction:
• Have snacks/breakfast/drinks available (we want
the students to know they are important)

• Explain the class (videos every other week. Lots
of discussion. Some fun events outside of normal
church time.)

• Explain why you wanted to teach the class
• If possible, give each student a small journal and
pen (again, we want the students to know they
are worth the investment. It’s even better if the
first page includes a letter from you, a leader, a
parent, or someone who wants to see them do well
in their next chapter of life).

• Pass out Student guides (either individual, or whole
book depending on what approach you choose)

• Play Promo video
• do activity
• introduce scripture
• move into discussion

Activity: Here’s My Name, Plan My Life
• Since this is the first session, it is very important to get the students familiar with one another.
• Have everyone introduce themselves: name, where they were born, and their favorite memory from school.
• Have the students write down everyone’s name in the circle.
• Now, have every student go through their list of names writing down what they think the person will do with their
next chapter of life (job, college, military) and what they think that person will be when they “grow up.” (the goal
here is to be as imaginative as possible. Example: Bill will go to community college, then to OU, and then become
a professional wrestler who uses his graphic design degree to make t-shirts for abandon dogs at the pound.)

• After people share what they had for each person. Go around the room and have everyone share what they
really are planning for their next chapter (Leader note: Make sure to keep track of this. You need to know where
every student is headed. Also realize that many of them may change their plans all the way into July. Still, it
means a lot to them when you know details of their dreams

Discussion Help:
Intro: The best way to see our life is like a book of the Bible. We are a story with multiple chapters,  hidden inside a
greater story - God’s story. Apart from His story, our story is of little relevance.  
Q1: Names and plans: Write down your name and plans for future.
A1: This is space for them to write down names of everyone in the room.
Q2:  Who is this “cloud of witnesses”?
A2: The cloud of witnesses are those who have gone before us in the faith. We must realize it didn’t start with us
and it doesn’t end with us. We are simply a part of the great story God has been telling since time began. The
“race marked out for us” reminds us God knew we would be where are in this very moment. We talked earlier
about where we want to go in our next chapter. Hopefully it becomes more about Jesus and less about our
title as we go through this class.
Q3:  What is entangling you right now from fully running the race? Or what is distracting you from fixing your eyes
on Jesus?
A3: We are told to consider Jesus and the opposition He faced so we don’t lose heart. You have to be intentional
about your last semester of high school so you don’t lose heart.
Q4:  The race isn’t easy, but the good news is that others are already running it. Write down lessons from your local
“cloud of witnesses”.
A4: Activity: Local Cloud of Witnesses
Along with learning from the cloud of witnesses in the Bible, we can learn from the cloud of witnesses here.
(Leader: Bring in a college student living for Jesus who can share about their experience in the next chapter.
Bring in someone in the 30’s or 40’s who can share about what they would have done differently to make the
most of their chapter after high school). Let them share (briefly and well prepared) and then do a Q and A
time. Sample questions: what is/was your favorite part of life immediately after high school? What is/was your
worst experience in that chapter of life? What practical tips can you give to these students about finishing high
school well? What tips can you give about living the next chapter well?
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Q5:  Starting a new chapter of life can be scary. What are some fears you have as you consider the next chapter of
your life?
A5: Hopefully the panel brings up a lot of thoughts that haven’t crossed the minds of the students yet. Here, we
want to identify fears, anxieties, doubts, and worries about the next chapter. It is important that you as the
leader remember these and address them every opportunity you get throughout the NextChapter study. Every
group is different and the most important thing is that you address the needs of your group with the word of
God.

Final Thoughts:

The bible is a series of stories that make up a greater story. There are lots of characters in the
bible, but only one main character… God. NextChapter is a bible study that looks at key principles learned
from different characters’ lives in the Bible. Their stories are meant to inspire us to make the most of our story.
Your story is no different. Your story is one of many stories happening that make up the greatest story ever
told. The good news is that God lets you be a part of the incredible story He is telling. You are at a point
where you finish one part of your story to begin the next. It’s the same book, but a different chapter.

Wrap-up:
• State the challenge: To take seriously preparing to end high school well and start your next chapter right.
• Plan a few events outside of normal church time (examples: senior movie night – at the theater or with snacks
at someone’s home, campus visit trips to places students want to go – make sure to check out the BCM, JuniorSenior hang time – Where the seniors get to cast a vision for the juniors as leaders of the ministry, mini golf, make
your own pizza night, etc.). Remember they are seniors and have busy schedules already. Don’t over plan. Also,
ask if anyone has a big event that week (big basketball game, concert, etc.). The more you can support them and
help them support each other, the better.

• If numbers permit, have the guys and girls break up and pray together to end each session. This is small, but
important. One key to succeeding in the next chapter of life is learning how to have close relationships with
people of the same gender.

8

Worldview
Lesson 1
Title: A Whole New World
Video: Worldview
Key Scripture: Daniel 1

Session goals:

• Pray for the following time of discussion and for

• Make group comfortable with new study
• Have students deal with the idea of facing a new

• Play Worldview video
• introduce scripture
• move into discussion

world after high school

• Set Daniel as the example of how to have a
“Christian” worldview while in a new setting

Preparation:

• Read over lesson
• Pray
• Download Worldview video
• Watch video, write any thoughts or insight down
• Have student guides ready with pens
• Have journals available for new students
• Make copies of the different “Letters” in the back
of the leader guide. Make sure each student gets a
letter fitting to their destination in the next chapter.

Introduction:

the Holy Spirit’s involvement

Respond:
Follow the lead of the Holy Spirit. If there is
something pressing you learned from watching
the video during your preparation time, share it.
However, it is important as a leader that you ask
questions give ample time for students to react and
respond to those questions. Do not attempt to answer
for them or assume their answers. Their reactions and
responses are essential to recognizing how they are
living today and preparing for the future. Again, it
is recommended that you study ahead and read the
passages of Scripture and make notes on each so
that you can be prepared to respond to questions
and comments that come from the students. You may
also seek organic conversation before moving to
discussion questions. Examples: What stood out to
you in this video? Why? How does that impact the
decision you make now? How does that change how
you plan for the next chapter of your life?

• Make sure everyone knows everyone
• Pass out student guides
• Pass out “Letter” to each student
• Give anyone who wasn’t present the previous
week a journal
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Discussion Help:
Intro: The story of Daniel offers a glimpse of how one young man addresses a new world, a new worldview, and
a host of new questions and issues. Not unlike Daniel, the transition to college for many students opens up
new information and experiences that may cause us to question what we have grown up believing. How does
Daniel respond to all of it, and how then should we?  
Q1:  Read Daniel 1:5-8. Here Daniel has been required to eat and drink from the king’s food (or table). But Daniel
resolves not to do so. Why do you think Daniel was concerned about what he was eating and drinking? Why
was he committed to not eating from the king’s table?
A1: Eating from the king’s table was a visible demonstration of loyalty and devotion to the King above all else.
Daniel wanted to ensure that he maintained devotion and loyalty to God over that given to Nebuchadnezzar
and Babylon. Daniel clearly believed that a demonstration of his devotion, to distinguish him from the others
there and to make a statement about his commitment to his God, was necessary.
Q2:  In light of the previous question, what are some examples of demonstrating one’s devotion to God that would
distinguish you from others?
A2: Some examples might include things that relate to personal study, prayer, service to others, etc… Some of
them might be private, like Daniel’s act was for the most part (with the exception of Ashpenaz) but some might
be public.
Q3:  Read Daniel 1:8. What does Daniel do here? What can we learn from it?
A3: In the midst of journeying through new experiences, we either distance ourselves from God and try to figure
things out with our logic; or we move toward God, seeking Him and a response from Him regarding all that
is going on. Daniel certainly didn’t have everything figured out at this point, but Daniel increases his worship,
intensifies his devotion, moves toward God by putting it on the line, provoking God to show Himself to be who
He said He was in the Scriptures that Daniel had grown up knowing. And God responded.
Q4:  Read back over Daniel 1:1-8. One of the interesting features of this story is that it really doesn’t tell us anything
about how Daniel processed all that was going on in his life at the time. Surely Daniel struggled as he thought
about how to respond in this sticky situation. After all, he was human just like we are. What might we learn
from the fact that scripture only tells us about Daniel’s actions?
A4: What we learn is that, ultimately, despite what might be going on in our lives and the kinds of questions and
struggles that we might be facing, what we end up doing is what matters. The Biblical author emphasizes what
he does externally, not really what he’s dealing with internally in his personal life. Not that these things don’t
matter, because they do, but in the end they are not an excuse for not remaining faithful to God in how we
live. What we do is the evidence of where our commitments really lie.
Q5:  Read Daniel 1:15-21. What was the fruit of Daniel’s actions?
A5: God honors Daniel’s commitment and sets Daniel above all of the other candidates. He gives Daniel
supernatural ability to interpret dreams. He uses Daniel’s ability to interpret the writing on the wall and
eventually saves Daniel from a lion’s den. However, the real fruit of Daniel’s actions is the God gets glorified.
God demonstrates that He responds to our faith in ways that are clear, powerful, and convincing. This truth
had an impact then and still impacts us today.
Q6:  “Worldview” is the essential lens through which you view the world. As Christians, we are to view the world
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through the truths we find in the Bible. How does viewing the world this way make us different, the way Daniel
was, from everyone else? Give some examples. How do you anticipate having a Christian worldview will
change how you deal with new world in the next chapter of your life?
A6: Viewing the world through the truths of the Bible should impact everything. Examples may look like how we
deal with alcohol, parties, relationships, success, failures, hurt, etc. The last question should evoke responses
about their specific next chapter: it should impact the way they choose classes, the way they handle being the
low person on the totem pole at their job, or being the fresh meat on the training base. They should anticipate
that their Christian worldview will help them identify great friends and avoid relationships they don’t need.

Wrap-up:
• State the challenge: To view the world through the truths of the bible and not through your emotions, culture,
background, or friends’ opinions.

• Discuss upcoming events (Church, school, individual events where the group could show their support)
• Pray. Guys group and girls group if numbers allow.
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Worldview
Lesson 2
Title: When Worldviews Collide
Key Scripture: Acts 17

Session goals:
• Understand why it’s hard for some to accept a
Christian worldview

• Discuss how to best share the gospel with people

• do activity
• introduce scripture
• move into discussion

of opposing worldviews

• Identify how to keep a right worldview

Activity: The Way You See It

Preparation:

The worldview you “hold” changes the way you
“see” reality.

• Read over lesson
• Pray
• Get kaleidoscopes, glasses, sun-glasses,
binoculars, bifocals, and anything else that will
distort what you see

• Have student guides ready with pens
• Have journals available for new students

Introduction:
• Make sure everyone knows everyone
• Pass out student guides
• Give anyone who wasn’t present the previous
week a journal

• Pray for the following time of discussion and for
the Holy Spirit’s involvement
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• Bring in several different items that distort what
you see (kaleidoscopes, binoculars – one to look
in regularly and one to look through in reverse,
glasses, etc.).  

• Give as many students as possible an item to look
through. Have each read a passage of scripture
looking through their lens. This should be funny.

• Give each student a chance to look through at
least one item or each item.

• This is to show how the lens we look at the world
with can skew how we see and understand what’s
there. In the same way the kinds of lenses we look
at life through in terms of some of the beliefs we
hold affect the way we see the world and can
skew our perspective on reality and hinder our
ability to understand the gospel.

Scripture: Acts 17:15-34

Reminder:

Acts 17 is a clash of worldviews.  Paul had to help
polytheistic (belief in many gods) Greek intellectuals
understand how a crucified Jew is the God of the
universe.  The way the Athenians viewed life and the
world would have kept them from understanding what
Paul had to say, thus it was necessary to address
some things before he could even begin to explain
Jesus to them.

It is important as a leader that you ask questions
give ample time for students to react and respond
to those questions. Do not attempt to answer for
them or assume their answers.  Their reactions and
responses are essential to recognizing how they are
living today and preparing for the future.  Again, it
is recommended that you study ahead and read the
passages of Scripture and make notes on each so that
you can be prepared to respond to questions and
comments that come from the students.

Discussion Help:
Intro: A person’s worldview distorts their perception of reality. How do we keep this from happening to us? What
do we do when we face others who hold a distorted view of our world?
Q1:  Paul needed to tear down false beliefs in his audience that would keep them from being able to understand
who Jesus was and why He came. What are some popular ideas in America today that are a great hindrance
to people understanding the Christian gospel?
A1: Examples include evolution and the belief that everything was created without God; all religions are basically
the same and thus there are many roads to heaven; its arrogant to think there’s only one right way to look at
things; God is basically a nice and loving God and wouldn’t send people to hell.
Q2:  Why does Paul start by referring to an altar in Athens that is to an unknown god? What are some things in
American life and thought today that could serve as starting points to connect with people and help them
understand the gospel?
A2: The altar to the unknown god served as a connecting point with the Athenians that they were familiar with.
Possible cultural starting points for us today might be, for example, movies and tv shows that might relate
certain ideas that are connected to the gospel. Movies like Inception (ideas shape our behavior), Avatar (the
idea of the incarnation), Tron (substitutionary atonement), The Village (sin is not just in the culture around us
but in our hearts). News stories are also great sources of connecting points.
Q3:  Paul explains to the men in Acts 17 how the one true living God is everyone’s: Creator (v.24), Sustainer (v.25),
Ruler (v.26), Father (v.28), and Judge (v.30-31). Understanding that God is all of these things to every human
person is essential to understanding the gospel. What are some ideas about God in our culture that keep us
from seeing God as all of these things?
A3: Examples might include: the idea that God doesn’t exist in light of evolution; the idea that God created
everything and then sort of walked away from things and isn’t really involved in things on earth; the idea that
God is nice and wouldn’t send anyone to hell.
Q4:  What important lesson can we learn from the response Paul received to his presentation?
A4: Some mocked him, some sort of collectively sighed a sigh of indifference, and some believed. All three
responses are normal and to be expected, even when we make things clear for them. Remembering this is
important as we can become overly optimistic or pessimistic at times in regard to the response we get from
others..
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Q5:  What are some things we can do as Christians to protect ourselves from accepting false ideas about God and
about life?
A5: Examples include: Read, memorize, and know the Scriptures; Put ourselves around good teachers; Read
books and internet resources from respected teachers, preachers, and apologists; Continue to invest in
developing a mind that knows and loves God; Overall Christian commitment to prayer, service, and growth
within a community of other believers.
Q6:  Read Philippians 3:3-9. Paul’s journey started with him having a wrong worldview. His culture had taught him a
false reality about how man related to God. What false views of reality do you have based on your culture or
your past?
A6: This is a deep question. You may share briefly an example of your own. Examples include: That all marriage
ends in divorce; Christians are boring; Everyone makes big mistakes in college so I expect to do the same;
people who don’t go to college are less important; No one wants to know the real you; etc. This is a great
time to expose lies some of us believe. The goal is to identify some areas we need to bring in to a right
worldview.

Wrap-up:
• State the challenge: To not compromise our Christian worldview and use anything you can to relate to other
worldviews in order to share the gospel.

• Discuss upcoming events (Church, school, individual events where the group could show their support)
• Pray. Guys group and girls group if numbers allow.
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Vision
Lesson 1
Title: I Spy Something Divine
Video: Vision
Key Scripture: Luke 19:1-10

Session goals:
• Identify if each student has had Jesus change their
vision (salvation experience)

• Understand that this lesson is more about how you
see your life than how you see the world (which
was what the last sessions covered)

• Discuss what having this new vision means

Preparation:
• Read over lesson
• Pray
• Download Vision video
• Watch video, write any thoughts or insight down
• Make sure equipment to show the video is in your
meeting room

• Have student guides ready with pens
• Have journals available for new students

• Play Vision video
• introduce scripture
• move into discussion

Respond:
Follow the lead of the Holy Spirit. If there is
something pressing you learned from watching
the video during your preparation time, share it.
However, it is important as a leader that you ask
questions give ample time for students to react and
respond to those questions. Do not attempt to answer
for them or assume their answers. Their reactions and
responses are essential to recognizing how they are
living today and preparing for the future. Again, it
is recommended that you study ahead and read the
passages of Scripture and make notes on each so
that you can be prepared to respond to questions
and comments that come from the students. You may
also seek organic conversation before moving to
discussion questions. Examples: What stood out to
you in this video? Why? How does that impact the
decision you make now? How does that change how
you plan for the next chapter of your life?

Introduction:
• Pass out student guides
• Give new students a journal
• Pray for the following time of discussion and for
the Holy Spirit’s involvement
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Discussion Help:
Intro: Zacchaeus is a man who experiences a change of vision - or worldview. The words are almost synonymous.

Vision is the lens of history, culture, experience, values, and faith through which we view life. It influences our
decisions, priorities, and purpose for living. Worldview could be defined as the way someone thinks about or
sees the world.   

Q1:  Has Jesus changed the way you see the world? How?
A1:

The most important thing about this question is Jesus. He was the catalyst for change in the life of
Zacchaeus and he has been/will be the catalyst for change in the lives of the students. Vision change is not
simply behavior modification… true vision change occurs when Jesus infiltrates every aspect of our lives. Each
student should be able to answer this question. To have met Jesus is to have experienced Vision change.
Remember this question is not “how has he changed your vision?” rather it is “HAS HE changed your vision?”
Encourage and model honesty in the group.

Q2:  How has that change of vision affected your life? How could it affect the world?
A2: This question should invite students to share the testimony of their experience with Jesus. This question is not
asking “HAS HE changed your vision?”, but “HOW has he changed your vision and what difference do you
believe that change will make in you and in the world around you?”. Please allow students ample time to
share their stories. IDEA for larger groups: You might choose to take 10-15 minutes and allow the group to
divide into pairs or groups of three and ask the students to share their answers to this question.
Q3:  Jesus’ followers have a Biblical worldview. They examine the Bible to help them make decisions in life. Turning
to the scriptures should be a daily practice in your life to keep your vision clear. What is a decision you are
facing now where you are not exactly sure what the Bible says on the issue?
A3: Many Christians have little knowledge of the Bible and for this reason do not align themselves with the
teachings and principles of Christ-followers. At the same time, many of us know the teachings and principles
of the Bible and choose to willfully disobey God. You want to facilitate a discussion where a great value is
placed on knowing and living the Scriptures. It would be good to keep the focus of the discussion on the
present and not get bogged down in the decisions and failures of the past.
Q4:  What decisions do you think you will make in the next chapter of your life? How will those decisions be
affected by the scriptures?
A4: Allow the students to offer life situations they anticipate facing in the next few years. Encourage and help
them to search the scriptures for truth regarding those issues and consider how you could work together to
memorize these scriptures together and make yourselves ready for the years to come.
Q5:  Give an example of how you live differently now, because of the change Jesus has made in your vision.
A5: This is an opportunity for each participant to share what difference God has made in his or her daily life.
Q6:  How do you feel about your friends and family and others who still see life through the eyes you used to see
with before Christ changed your vision?  
A6: The answers to this question could reveal a lot. Listen for students who have compassion for the lost and
facilitate that in the conversation. Our vision change should positively affect the way we have compassion for
others.
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Wrap-up:
• State the challenge: To see your life, both today and your future, through the eyes of Christ.
• Discuss upcoming events (Church, school, individual events where the group could show their support)
• Pray. Guys group and girls group if numbers allow.
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Vision
Lesson 2
Title: Vision Exam
Key Scripture: Proverbs 29:18

Session goals:

• Pray for the following time of discussion and for

• To have group members reflect on and answer

• do activity
• introduce scripture
• move into discussion

a series of questions that will help them begin to
clarify their vision for life

• To have group members read and respond to a
series of Bible verses, believing that the Bible is a
powerful teacher as it is illuminated by the Holy
Spirit

Preparation:
• Read over lesson
• Pray
• Make copies of  “Biblical Vision” handout from
back of leader book

• Get kaleidoscopes, glasses, sun-glasses,
binoculars, bifocals, and anything else that will
distort what you see

• Have student guides ready with pens
• Have journals available for new students

Introduction:
• Pass out student guides, paper, and drawing
utensils

• Give any new student a journal
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the Holy Spirit’s involvement

Activity: Draw the Dream
• Do you believe God is preparing you for the things
he is preparing for you? What might that look like?
Sometimes it helps to get a visual image of what
your desired outcome is.

• Take a pencil, paper, and a few moments and
draw what you would like to be true of your life in
ten years.

• Now, on the other page, draw what you think God
would like to see in your life in ten years.  

• Discuss: What are the similarities? What are
the differences? Can you reference principles in
Scripture that validate your dreams as righteous?
What will you do with those dreams that are
irreconcilable?

Scripture: Proverbs 29:18

Reminder:

Where there is no vision for the future, people let go
of restraint. Some translations say “Perish.” Many
people start their chapter of life after high school
without real vision. This does not lead to a good
outcome. To make the most of your next chapter, you
need a vision for where you are going.

It is important as a leader for this session that you
give ample time for students to react and respond to
the questions. Do not attempt to answer for them or
assume their answers. Their reactions and responses
are essential to recognizing how they are living today
and preparing for the future. Also, it is recommended
that you study ahead and read the passages of
Scripture and make notes on each so that you can be
prepared to respond to questions and comments that
come from the students.

Discussion Help:
Intro: A ten-question quiz for measuring your vision for the future. Anyone can say they have a vision for where
they want to be, but what do your actions say? Ask Yourself the following questions:
Q1:  What am I doing with the Bible?
A1: We have many influences in our lives… some positive, and some negative. Many things affect our vision. That
being said, we often overlook our greatest source of strength and wisdom. The Bible is our best tool for
understanding God’s perspective. Work together as a group and study the verses in “Biblical Vision” Handout
in the back of the leader guide. Discuss what each verse means and how it has affected or could impact your
life vision.
Q2:  How does my past affect my vision for the future?   
A2: Some good follow up questions for reflection would be… What are you doing with the person you are today?
Have you been faithful with little? Have you maximized the good mind God has given you? What about your
family situation? Have you persevered through challenges? Have you bought the lie that you cannot escape
a negative heritage passed from generation to generation in your family? Have you distanced yourself from
Godly parents? It is important to identify barriers in your past that could block a clear vision for the future...
and keep them in the past.
Q3:  How am I preparing myself today for the future? (Psalm 90:12; Matthew 6:33-34)
A3: “What you are doing today is all that matters, because as soon as tomorrow gets here, it is today again.” Brandon Brister
Q4:  Do I have godly counselors in my life? (Proverbs 11:14, 15:22, 24:6)
Q5:  What am I doing with the principles revealed in Scripture that are for all of Christ’s followers? (Luke 9:23; Luke
16:10, John 14:23)

Q6:  How am I developing my skills and abilities in my areas of natural interest? (2 Timothy 2:15; Ephesians 2:10;
Colossians 3:23)

Q7:  How am I responding to areas of Supernatural leading in my life? (Acts 17:11; 1 Samuel 3:7-11)
19

Q8:  How is prayer involved in my preparation? (1 Chronicles 16:11; Matthew 26:41; Philippians 4:6-7; 1 Thessalonians
5:17)

Q9:  What is the role of perseverance, discipline, and trials? (James 1:2-4, Hebrews 12:11)
Q10:  Which of the following questions do I ask myself more often? “What does God want me to do?” or “Who
does God want me to be?”
A10: Obviously these questions are different. One is situational and the other is substantial. Do you see the
difference? Have you ever thought about the difference in these two questions? The question you ask yourself
can have a huge influence on the way you see your life in relationship to God. “What does God want me to
do?” is a good question… very practical, and one we can ask ourselves on many occasions. But the deeper
question is, “Who does God want me to be?” or its counterpart, “Who am I in Christ?” Right understanding
often leads to right action.

Final Thoughts:

Where there is no vision for the future, people let go of restraint. Some translations say “Perish.”
Many people start their chapter of life after high school without real vision. This does not lead to a good
outcome. To make the most of your next chapter, you need a vision for where you are going.

Wrap-up:
• State the challenge: To be committed to using God’s word to direct your vision.
• Discuss upcoming events (Church, school, individual events where the group could show their support)
• Announce snacks next week (if your church is able or not doing them weekly)
• Pray. Guys group and girls if numbers permit.
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Community
Lesson 1
Title: Help! I Need Somebody!
Video: Community
Key Scriptures: Exodus 6:11-13;
17:8-13; and 18:1-24

Session goals:

Respond:

• Observe traits in Moses’ life that remind us of the

Follow the lead of the Holy Spirit. If there is
something pressing you learned from watching
the video during your preparation time, share it.
However, it is important as a leader that you ask
questions give ample time for students to react and
respond to those questions. Do not attempt to answer
for them or assume their answers. Their reactions and
responses are essential to recognizing how they are
living today and preparing for the future. Again, it
is recommended that you study ahead and read the
passages of Scripture and make notes on each so
that you can be prepared to respond to questions
and comments that come from the students. You may
also seek organic conversation before moving to
discussion questions. Examples: What stood out to
you in this video? Why? How does that impact the
decision you make now? How does that change how
you plan for the next chapter of your life?

benefit and need for community

• Discuss the need for community in our own lives
both now and in our next chapter

Preparation:
• Read over lesson
• Pray
• Download Community video
• Watch video, write any thoughts or insight down
• Make sure equipment to show the video is in your
meeting room

• Have snacks and drinks ready (if possible)
• Have student guides ready with pens

Introduction:
• Pass out student guides
• Pray for the following time of discussion and for
the Holy Spirit’s involvement

• Play Community video
• introduce scripture
• move into discussion
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Discussion Help:
Intro: The life God calls us to live and the purpose for which we exist is something that is realized through
community. The people of God are a body whose life and mission are accomplished together, not alone.
Q1:  Read Exodus 6:11-13. We know that Moses was educated and groomed to take over leadership in Egypt as a
member of the royal family. And yet, here in Exodus 6:40, Moses finds himself unfit to speak publicly in service
to God. What attitude or character trait can we see in Moses that probably helped him to understand the need
for others/community in his life?
A1: Moses has clearly been humbled through his time in the wilderness. Humility helps us to realize we cannot do
it all on our own. Pride breeds self-sufficiency, and this can be destructive in our lives as it leads to the neglect
of working together and valuing both the help and the investment of others in our lives.
Q2:  Read Exodus 17:8-13. In this story, Moses is assisted by both Aaron and Hur, who hold up his arms during the
battle. We see that Moses was in need of his brothers to sustain him in his physical weakness. In terms of a
spiritual principle, what is it that Aaron and Hur offer Moses in his time of need?
A2: There are a number of things that could be taken from Aaron and Hur’s action on behalf of Moses. They offer
strength when Moses was weak. They provide stability when he seems unable to maintain his position as the
staff bearer. It served as an act of encouragement and inspiration undoubtedly to the people as they fought.
Endurance, hope, etc… are also things that could be gleaned from the story.
Q3:  Read Exodus 18:13-24. What is it that Jethro helps Moses to understand regarding the responsibility of judging
disputes among the people?  
A3: First, he repeats on two occasions that Moses will grow weary, it will be too heavy for him and he will not
endure. Often times we bear a load, out of pride or out of neglect, that will wear us out if we don’t share it
with those around us who are qualified to help us. There are usually qualified and prepared people to assist
us in our labor if we would seek them out and utilize them. There are those who will labor with us and who will
strengthen us for the task as we do it together. Second, the people will benefit from Moses’ appointment of
others to assist in the task. Our work together often times prove to have a greater and more fruitful impact on
those around us than if we took all of the responsibility on our own shoulders.
Q4:  Stay in Exodus 18 and read verses 1-12. One of the important dimensions to life in community is the role of
leaders. The Bible continually emphasizes the importance of spiritual leaders in our lives. How does Jethro
prove to be a helpful and effective leader to Moses? How does Moses benefit from heeding Jethro’s counsel?
A4: First, Jethro serves as a great encouragement to Moses in verses 1-12. They celebrate together and rejoice in
the work God has done. Jethro affirms Moses and honors him and the Lord in his offering of sacrifices. Second
he warns and cautions Moses from continuing to bear the load of judging disputes. Spiritual leaders should
fulfill both of these roles, to encourage us and rejoice with us but also to gently rebuke, warn, and correct us.
Jethro does both of these. Furthermore, Moses receives Jethro’s warning and counsel and implements what
Jethro has recommended.
Q5:  In summary, what are the benefits Moses found from those who were placed around him?
A5: Moses benefited from Aaron’s companionship and assistance in Egypt. He found strength, stability, and
endurance from Aaron and Hur in the war against the Amalekites. He found encouragement, fellowship, and
counsel from Jethro. Think about whether there are other benefits Moses found from being in community with
other followers of God.
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Q6:  Moses’ community changed based on his location. His community was made up of Egyptians, then Midianites,
and then Israelites. Your community will change based on what chapter of life you are in. Sometimes a select
few will stay a part of your community. Who do you have as part of your community now that you want to
keep in the community of your next chapter?
A6: This is a great time to talk about the importance of investing in others. Most high school students will not
remain close with their high school friends. However, where there is depth in a relationship, they will. The last
half of a senior year is a great time to focus on depth of a few relationships instead of breadth of a lot of
relationships. It’s also a great time for students to acknowledge who really matters to them (example: parents,
teachers, godly influences).

Wrap-up:
• State the challenge: To commit to growing in your Christian faith by always being a part of a healthy, godly
community.

• Discuss upcoming events (Church, school, individual events where the group could show their support)
• Pray. Guys group and girls group if numbers allow.
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Community
Lesson 2
Title: We Need Each Other
Key Scripture: James 5:13-16;
Galatians 6:1-3

Preparation:
• Read over lesson
• Pray
• Have student guides ready with pens

Introduction:
• Pass out student guides and pens
• Remind the students that the guides and their
journals are so they can record any statement or
thought that stands out to them. Sometimes the
Holy Spirit uses the words of our peers to inspire
us to look more like Christ.

• Pray for the following time of discussion and for
the Holy Spirit’s involvement

• do activity
• introduce scripture
• move into discussion
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Activity: Human Knot
Have the group stand in a tight bunch, with their
hands reached out into the middle. Each member
should grab and hold hands randomly across the
group. This creates a “human knot”. Members should
work as a team to “untie” the knot by stepping and
pulling up, over, through, etc. (without releasing any
hand grasps), until the group is in a complete circle.
Lesson: Community takes time, communication, and
effort. However, it is also more fun and rewarding
than going at life alone.

Reminder:
It is important as a leader for this session that you
give ample time for students to react and respond
to the questions. Do not attempt to answer for
them or assume their answers. Their reactions and
responses are essential to recognizing how they are
living today and preparing for the future.  Also, it is
recommended that you study ahead and read the
passages of Scripture and make notes on each so
that you can be prepared to respond to questions
and comments that come from the students.

Discussion Help:
Intro: The heroes in the Bible understood the need to work together. This lesson explains the Biblical mandate to
help each other. The Christian life was meant to be done in community, but why?
Q1:  In the book of Exodus, Moses displays humility by acknowledging that he is incapable of completing the task
God has called him to by himself. Has there ever been a time when you realized you needed the help of others
to accomplish a task or persevere through a difficult situation? Has there ever been a time when you felt like
you could do it all on your own? That you neither needed nor wanted anyone’s help, only to find that you were
mistaken? Describe those times.
A1: Keep stories short, but encourage people to share more than a “yes” or “no” answer.
Q2:   Recall a time when you benefitted from the counsel and wisdom of a spiritual leader. Can you remember a
situation in which you needed to heed someone’s wise counsel, but instead you rejected it? Or perhaps you
had no one to counsel you at all?
  A2: Again, encourage vulnerability. Maybe even ask if anyone has received good spiritual council from someone
else in the room. You want a comfortable atmosphere, but don’t lose control to story-telling.
Q3:   Read James 5:13-15. Spiritual leaders are necessary when we find ourselves in midst of spiritual weariness
(described as “sick” in v.14). What do these spiritual leaders do for the “weary” one? What are the benefits of
having spiritual leaders?
A3: Spiritual leaders pray for the individual, and their prayer produces spiritual revival and refreshment (The
image of being “raised back up” is symbolic for being renewed to spiritual health).
Q4:  Read James 5:16. How does James instruct believers, in the midst of community, to deal with sin? What is the
purpose of addressing our sinfulness in this manner? What is the result?
A4: James says to confess sins to one another. Confessing to one another involves being open and honest about
our sins with fellow believer(s), so that we can pray and ask God to deliver us from sinfulness, and instead to
walk in holiness. “Healing”, deliverance from sin, is the result of the “intense” prayer.
Q5:  Galatians 6:1-3 has some important things to say about how believers can help one another. How does Paul
say we should help our brothers and sisters in Christ? What warnings does he give?
A5: We should care about others enough to help them when they have sinned, to “restore” them (remember
James 5:16). We have to be careful to not think too much of ourselves. Thoughts like “I would never do
anything like that,” are arrogant, and Paul says we deceive ourselves with such a mindset. We are all sinners
saved by grace. Were it not for God’s grace, we would choose sin every time! So let us not think too much of
ourselves, lest we “stumble”. But instead, with an attitude of humility, love one another and help one another
when caught in sin.
Q6:  We see people who helped Moses in times of need, people who instructed Moses, and people who came
along side Moses to accomplish tasks. This was Moses’ community. Who makes up your community? Who is
there for you? Who instructs you? Who helps you get things done? Write those people down. Do you have
someone in each category? What are you for others? How do you plan to find these type of people for you in
your next chapter?
A6: This is a good time to acknowledge the role of people in their life today. Then it is a good opportunity to
realize if you are being good for others. Lastly, this is an opportunity for students to plan where they will find
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their new community. If leaving home for your next chapter, you need to commit to going to a campus ministry
and local church.

Final Thoughts:

The Bible provides numerous stories regarding Moses and how community played an important
role in his life, as well as the task God had appointed him to. Even Moses, a great leader, couldn’t do it
alone. His brother Aaron, his father-in-law Jethro, and numerous others were there to strengthen, encourage,
counsel, and help Moses. So it is in our lives. Even Christians who have great gifts and abilities need
community in order to serve God.

Wrap-up:
• State the challenge: To commit to finding community in your next chapter (like BCM, a new church if you are
moving, a small group bible study, and/or staying connected to the church you are in) and being a healthy
member of that community by helping others.

• Discuss upcoming events (Church, school, individual events where the group could show their support)
• IMPORTANT: For those going to college, confirm what campus they are headed to. Then go back to the
NextChapter website: NextChapter.bgco.org. Click the “Connect” link and enter each students information. This
is a great way to make sure they get connected to a godly community in their next chapter. Let your students
know what you are doing as well. It is important they realize you are doing all you can to connect them and
support them.

• Pray. Guys group and girls group if numbers allow.
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Relationships
Lesson 1
Title: Friends, the Opposite Sex, and
Authority
Video: Relationships
Key Scriptures: 1 Samuel 20 & 24,
2 Samuel 11

Session goals:

Respond:

• To look at the importance of relationships in our

Follow the lead of the Holy Spirit. If there is
something pressing you learned from watching
the video during your preparation time, share it.
However, it is important as a leader that you ask
questions give ample time for students to react and
respond to those questions. Do not attempt to answer
for them or assume their answers. Their reactions and
responses are essential to recognizing how they are
living today and preparing for the future. Again, it
is recommended that you study ahead and read the
passages of Scripture and make notes on each so
that you can be prepared to respond to questions
and comments that come from the students. You may
also seek organic conversation before moving to
discussion questions. Examples: What stood out to
you in this video? Why? How does that impact the
decision you make now? How does that change how
you plan for the next chapter of your life?

lives and evaluate how we handle them

• To look ahead to our next chapter and create a
biblical plan for handling relationships the right
way

Preparation:
• Read over lesson
• Pray
• Download Relationships video
• Watch video, write any thoughts or insight down
• Make sure equipment to show the video is in your
meeting room

• Have student guides ready with pens

Introduction:
• Pass out student guides
• Pray for the following time of discussion and for
the Holy Spirit’s involvement

• Play Relationships video
• introduce scripture
• move into discussion
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Discussion Help:
Intro: Similar to our lives, David’s life was filled with different relationships. David had both success and failure in
his relationships. Let’s look at three examples from David’s life and learn from his relationships.
Q1:  Read 1 Samuel 20:4,17,34,&42. What are some key characteristics of David and Jonathan’s friendship you see
in these verses?
A1:

If there’s time, it would be ideal to read the whole chapter aloud or have the students read it sometime
before the discussion. Suggested answers: v. 4 – loyalty, willingness to do anything, servant’s heart; v.
17 – love, commitment; v. 34 – protective nature, emotional connection; v.42 – long-term commitment,
mutual relationship to the Lord. Verse 42 is key because it shows clearly there is a mutual connection and
commitment to God. Use this opportunity to talk about the importance of having friends that are committed to
God

Q2:  Read Proverbs 12:26. Why is it important to be cautious in choosing friends? What are some ways to do that
well after high school?  
A2: Be aware some translations say a righteous man “is a guide to his neighbor [i.e. NASB] instead “is cautious
in friendship” [i.e. NIV]. You can still use this wording to talk about the influence of others. Suggested answer,
first part: Friends can have a good or bad influence on you. Some can lead you astray [away from a close
relationship with God]. Suggested answer, second part: Finding your closest friend at church and other
Christian groups [like BCM] instead of other places that not be committed to God. You and the group could
give some specific examples of such places.
Q3:  Read 1 Samuel 24:1-7. David had the chance to kill King Saul. What did his motives for not killing Saul have to
do with following authority?
A3: Again, it is better to read the whole chapter if time permits. Suggested answer: David knew God had put Saul
in authority over him and by killing Saul, David would have been dishonoring God’s authority.
Q4:  Read Romans 13:1-2. God puts authorities in our lives for a reason. Why do you think He does that? What
authorities will you possibly have after high school? How might God use those authorities in your life?
A4: Suggested answer, first part: To protect us, to take care of us, to challenge us, to give us an opportunity to
show God to that authority, to give us an opportunity to grow in our faith, etc. Suggested answer, second
part: Bosses, grow us in responsibility and respect; professors, teach us and help us with patience. Other
authorities might include parents, ministry leaders, government officials, military personnel, etc.
Q5:  Read 2 Samuel 11:1-5. David found himself tempted with the opposite sex, and he gave in. How did he find
himself in that situation? How might have he avoided it in the first place?
A5: Again, reading the whole chapter is good. This story even continues into chapter 12:1-25 and it tells of
David’s confrontation, consequences, and restoration. Suggested answer, first part: He was being lazy and/
or irresponsible, maybe even bored. Suggested answer, second part: He could have left the roof immediately,
not sent for her, or better yet been with his army like he was supposed to anyway.
Q6:  Read 1 Corinthians 10:12-13. What do you learn about temptation in these verses? How might that apply to
tempting situations with the opposite sex that you may find yourself in after high school?
A6: Again, reading the whole chapter is good. This story even continues into chapter 12:1-25 and it tells of
David’s confrontation, consequences, and restoration. Suggested answer, first part: He was being lazy and/
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or irresponsible, maybe even bored. Suggested answer, second part: He could have left the roof immediately,
not sent for her, or better yet been with his army like he was supposed to anyway.

Leader note: As we have seen from the life of David and from other scriptures, the way we handle relationships
can make or break us. Whether it’s friendships, relationships with those in authority, relationships with
the opposite sex, or other relationships, it is important we to look to God for wisdom in dealing with life’s
various relationships. Without His guidance in relationships, we cannot experience the joy and freedom
that He intended for us to have from those relationships. As you move on from high school, it is important
to remember that your life’s direction is largely dependent on how you handle your relationships in the next
couple of years.

Wrap-up:
• State the challenge: Realize how you handle relationships will direct the outcome of your life. Turn to God for
wisdom and look ahead, setting boundaries for yourself, that will allow every relationships to glorify God.

• Discuss upcoming events (Church, school, individual events where the group could show their support)
• Pray. Guys group and girls group if numbers allow.
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Relationships
Lesson 2
Title: Love and Relationships
Key Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13,
1 John 4:7-12

Preparation:
• Read over lesson
• Pray
• Make copies of  “How Do Others Read Me?”
handout from back of leader book

• Have student guides ready with pens

Introduction:
• Pass out student guides and pens
• Remind the students that the guides and their
journals are so they can record any statement or
thought that stands out to them. Sometimes the
Holy Spirit uses the words of our peers to inspire
us to look more like Christ.

• Pray for the following time of discussion and for
the Holy Spirit’s involvement

• Pray for the following time of discussion and for
the Holy Spirit’s involvement

• do activity
• introduce scripture
• move into discussion
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Activity: How Do Others
               Read Me?
Break up into small groups of about four or five
depending on your group size. Give each student
a copy of the How Do Others Read Me handout.
Students will choose from one of the literary types
below to describe what they are like when conversing
with others. After making their selections, each
member of the group will share with the others why
they picked what they did, and answer a few general
discussion questions. (Leader’s note: This discussion
is to illustrate differences in communication, a key
aspect of any relationship.  This will serve mainly as
a warm up.  You can insert any activity here that will
help the group loosen up and somewhat introduce the
topic. Suggested time: 5-10 minutes.)

Reminder:
It is important as a leader for this session that you give ample time for students to react and respond to the
questions. Do not attempt to answer for them or assume their answers. Their reactions and responses are essential to
recognizing how they are living today and preparing for the future. Also, it is recommended that you study ahead
and read the passages of Scripture and make notes on each so that you can be prepared to respond to questions
and comments that come from the students.

Discussion Help:
Intro: Love is central to any and all relationships. What is real love? How should we go about loving others? We
will explore how love applies to life’s various relationships.
Q1:  Read 1 Corinthians 13:8-12. This passage talks about how love lasts and how we should mature in love over
time. What are some ways to ensure your love for others will last and grow over time? Reflect on previous
passages.
A1: The answers here are focused on the “what.” We’ll get to the “why” and “how” as the lesson builds.
Suggested answers, first part: v. 1 – Implies that without love, even the most beautiful speaking is just noise;
v. 2 – Implies without love that even having amazing gifting is empty; v. 3 – Implies without love that even the
largest sacrifice is not beneficial. Suggested answer, second part: v.13 – Love ranks the highest even among
the important virtues of faith and hope. That’s no small thing because faith and hope are irreplaceable parts
of the Christian faith. So that means love is a BIG deal. We’ll get a glimpse of why that is later in the lesson.
Q2:   Read 1 John 4:11-12. This passage talks about motivations for loving others. According to verse 11, our
primary motivation to love others is God’s great love for us. How does that motivate us? Another motivation in
verse 12 is that God will live in us and His love will grow in us. Why is that a motivation?
  A2: This passage is a great challenge of the genuineness of our faith using love as an indicator. You could use this
opportunity to help group members determine if they have truly “been born of God.” Suggested answers, first
part: It says, “love is from God” and even goes on to say, “God is love.” We can conclude that, obviously,
real love is wrapped up in the character of God. Suggested answer, second part: We can only know and
share real love if we have a true relationship with God - We’ve both been “born of God” and continually
“know God.”
Q3:   Read 1 John 4:9-10. This passage gives an even clearer definition to love by describing how God loved us
sacrificially by sending His Son. Sacrifice means giving up something important to you for the sake of others.
What are some important things you might give up for others as you move on from high school?
A3: This might be a little confusing for them, so you might help them by offering examples. It’s important for them
to not to just think, “I need to be kind to my boss,” but “how” to be kind to their boss. Suggested answers: I
can be patient with my college roommate by taking out not yelling at them over a minor issue. I can be kind
to my boss by staying late to help them with a project. I can keep no record of wrongs with my friend by
forgiving them immediately instead of holding a grudge. I can trust my girlfriend when she gets a text from
another guy friend. Etc.
Q4:  Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. This passage gives a clear definition of what it looks like to love others. Pick a
specific relationship you will have after high school (friend, boss, professor, military commander, opposite sex,
family, etc.) and walk through the list of love definitions. Talk specifically about how you might apply these
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aspects of love to that relationship. (For example: How can you be patient with a family member, kind to a
boss, not envious of a friend, etc.)
A4: Students moving on from high school often don’t think about what they are giving up as they enter this stage
of their lives, but rather what they might gain. Though they will definitely gain things, it’s important that they
think about sacrifice in order show love to others including God. Suggested answers: Time – to study or work
to provide for future family. Life – to serve in the military for their country. Money – to help a friend in need.
Certain desires – to honor God in your lifestyle decisions. Time away from fun – to help a roommate with a
problem. Breakup with boyfriend/girlfriend – because long distance would be difficult.
Q5:  Read 1 John 4:7-8. This passage talks about real love. How does the passage describe God as the source of
real love? What can we conclude from that? How can we even know and share real love?
A5: This question might be a bit tricky. You might help them a little by referencing some of the previous passages
of the lesson. Suggested answers: Remembering love’s importance, fostering our relationship with God – the
source of love, practicing the definitions of love in 1 Cor. 13:4-7, continually sacrificing for others, etc.
Q6:  Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3,13. What phrases are used to describe doing great things without love? What do
those phrases imply? Where does love rank in importance among great virtues? What is the significance of this
ranking?
A6: Proper motivation for love is vital in loving others the way God wants us to love. Emphasize the importance of
pure motivation, because without it, it is not beneficial [1 Cor. 13:3] and leads to burnout. Suggested answers,
first part: Once we’ve received God’s great love by His grace, forgiveness, peace, and purpose, we know
what true love is and become a cup that overflows with God’s love to others. Suggested answer, second part:
There is a joy and satisfaction when God lives in us. That helps us love others. Plus, knowing He will help us
grow in love helps us to keep on loving.

Final Thoughts:

Again, love is critical in every relationship - from friends to enemies. Knowing the importance,
definition, and lasting nature of love helps us to love others. Also understanding the source, the means, and
the motivation for love also gives us the tools we need to love those in our lives. Make it a goal to grow in
God’s love as you enter this next stage in your life.

Wrap-up:
• State the challenge: To be intentional about loving people the way God wants us to love them.
• Discuss upcoming events (Church, school, individual events where the group could show their support)
• Pray. Guys group and girls group if numbers allow.
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Decision Making
Lesson 1
Title: Making Up Your Mind
Video: Decision Making
Key Scriptures: Matthew 1:18-22

Session goals:

Respond:

• To see how decision making impacts our life
• To identify and commit to the biblical process for

Follow the lead of the Holy Spirit. If there is
something pressing you learned from watching
the video during your preparation time, share it.
However, it is important as a leader that you ask
questions give ample time for students to react and
respond to those questions. Do not attempt to answer
for them or assume their answers. Their reactions and
responses are essential to recognizing how they are
living today and preparing for the future. Again, it
is recommended that you study ahead and read the
passages of Scripture and make notes on each so
that you can be prepared to respond to questions
and comments that come from the students. You may
also seek organic conversation before moving to
discussion questions. Examples: What stood out to
you in this video? Why? How does that impact the
decision you make now? How does that change how
you plan for the next chapter of your life?

making decisions

Preparation:
• Read over lesson
• Pray
• Download Decision Making video
• Watch video, write any thoughts or insight down
• Make sure equipment to show the video is in your
meeting room

• Have student guides ready with pens

Introduction:
• Pass out student guides and pens
• Announce the upcoming Commissioning service
(See the final week of the study)

• Pray for the following time of discussion and for
the Holy Spirit’s involvement

• Play Decision Making video
• introduce scripture
• move into discussion
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Discussion Help:
Intro: The heroes in the Bible are such because of the decisions they made. In a world where everyone has a
different opinion of what we should do, where do we look for answers when facing tough decisions?
Q1:  Read Matthew 1:18-22. Joseph was put into a position where he was forced to make one decision over the
other. Have you ever been in a position where you were forced to make a tough decision? Please share about
that experience.
A1: In Matthew 1:19 is says that Joseph decided in his mind to break off the marriage/engagement with Mary.
In Joseph’s heart and mind he believe that divorcing her was the right decision. But then Joseph heard from
God. As Christians it should be our desire to hear from God concerning our choices in life. Share with your
students a time in your life when you had your mind made up until God changed your plans.
Q2:  Read Psalm 119:105. What are some practical ways that the Bible is like a lamp to your feet in decisionmaking? What are the consequences for people who do not use God’s Word when making decisions?
A2: The Psalmist made a vow to follow God always; in the normal day to day life. God’s word is meant for our
day-to-day normal lives. When we follow God’s Word in the small things it will make the big decisions seem
easier to discern. Challenge your students to commit to get into the Word on a daily basis, making it a light
for their paths. Help them come up with a specific plan to get into God’s Word on their own on a regular
basis.
Q3:  Read Romans 11:33. What are some ways that you tap into God’s wisdom? Share about a decision that you
are facing now or will soon face for which you need God’s “wisdom and knowledge.”
A3: Read Romans 11:33 in context for your students – Romans 11:33-12:2. Remember, according to Matthew
1:19, Joseph had his mind changed by God. Romans 12:2 says that a changed or renewed mind is key in
discovering God’s will. This passage further points out that there are prerequisites to knowing God’s wisdom
and knowledge (11:33) as well as his will. (12:1-2). They are: 1. Give yourself to live as a sacrifice to God. 2.
Do not conform to the pattern of the world. 3. Renew (retrain) your mind.
Q4:  Read Proverbs 3:5-6. What does it mean to practically trust in God with your whole heart? How can you
acknowledge God in all your ways? Share about an experience when God has directed your path to make the
right decision.
A4: Please do not let the familiarity of this passage cause you and your students to miss its richness. Take some
time to break it down with them. Take each phrase or even some of the key words and define and discuss
them.
Q5:  Read Proverbs 13:20. Who are some wise people that you can walk with in your decision-making? How can
the wisdom of other people help you in your decision-making?  
A5: As and adult, who are the wise people that you look to in your decision-making? Share your experiences with
your students. Help them understand that God has gifted them with parents, grandparents, Sunday School
teachers, pastors, and other Godly people as a resource of wisdom.
Q6:  Read Proverbs 28:26. How can you walk in wisdom in you normal everyday life?
A6: Focus on practical answers. Maybe even make a “daily checklist” and have them write it in their journals
to try all next week. Example: Pray first thing, spend time in the Bible, work toward a more open, healthy
relationship with my parents, talk to friends about any decision I have on my mind, look for specific passages
about what I’m thinking through and then read those passages in context, etc.)
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Wrap-up:
• State the challenge: To submit every decision you make to God.
• Discuss upcoming events (Church, school, individual events where the group could show their support)
• Remind everyone of the Commissioning service.
• Pray. Guys group and girls group if numbers allow.

35

Decision Making
Lesson 2
Title: Up, Out, and In
Key Scripture: 1 Samuel 13:11-14;
2 Chronicles 18:4-7; and 2 Samuel 11

Preparation:
• Read over lesson
• Pray
• Make sure there are plenty of Bibles available for
the Activity

• Have student guides ready with pens

Introduction:
• Pass out student guides and pens
• Announce the upcoming Commissioning service
(See the final week of the study)

• Pray for the following time of discussion and for
the Holy Spirit’s involvement

• do activity
• introduce scripture
• move into discussion

Activity: King Size Decisions
Split into groups or have each person (depending
on group size) find one king in the Bible who had to
make a choice. Have them share who they found,
what choice they made and if it was a good or bad
choice. Give them a time limit (like 60 seconds). Have
each group share.
Ask what Chad’s advice was from the previous week’s
lesson. The answer: look up, look out and look in for
making decisions. Then look together at the following
three kings :
Learning from the Kings.

• Up… King Saul, 1 Samuel 13:11-14. Saul knew
what was right, but trusted in Himself to make a
decision. His failure to look up cost him the throne.  

• Out… King Ahab, 2 Chronicles 18:4-7. He only
asked people who tell him what he wanted to hear.
He avoided asking a man of God because he
knew the answer wouldn’t be what he wanted.

• In… King David, 2 Samuel 11, Psalm 51. David
made a decision that clearly had selfish motives.
As Tony explained in the relationships series,
David chose to stay when home when he should
have been in battle. David’s response in Psalm 51
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proves that he realized he made a surface decision
and didn’t weigh the options with the wisdom
he had (vs. 6) and followed his heart which was
unclean (vs. 10). David didn’t take time to look in.
(Leader side note: this is a great example of how
we know the Bible to be true. If it were a fictional
writing like some other religions documents, the
failures of important figures like David would not
have been told. Just a little apologetics nugget for
you.)

• Also look at how he handled his decision making

Reminder:
It is important as a leader for this session that you
give ample time for students to react and respond to
the questions. Do not attempt to answer for them or
assume their answers. Their reactions and responses
are essential to recognizing how they are living today
and preparing for the future. Also, it is recommended
that you study ahead and read the passages of
Scripture and make notes on each so that you can be
prepared to respond to questions and comments that
come from the students.

afterwards: Listened to Nathan (out), Responded
to the Lord (up), and looked in his own heart and
saw the right thing to do was return to the Lord
(in).

Discussion Help:
Intro: Life is a series of decisions. God gave us great examples, good and bad, of how we ought to make decisions.
From these examples we have 3 practical steps to decision making: look up, look out, and look in. How do
we look to the right places?

Q1:  In the next chapter of life you will make some major decisions. What do you think some of those decisions are?
Make a list of some of these decisions and share them.
A1:

If you have a dry erase board, you may write these as people say them. Suggested answers: what college
to go to, what job to get, if I should get a job, who to date, who to marry, where to live, what classes to take,
etc.

Q2:   In the areas we just discussed, are you confident about making the right decisions or scared you may act like
the Kings of Israel and make some wrong ones?
  A2: This is a great opportunity to discuss fear motivated decisions. Many students have the wrong view of God’s
will. As if they can make a wrong choice and then they get booted to plan B, C, or D for their life and God is
sad they missed the best plan. This is not how God works (Understanding God’s Will by Kyle Lake is a great
resource for this topic. Check out our resource page on our website for other great resources to share with
your students and their parents). Decisions are better made when motivated by love rather than fear.
Q3:   David was faced with some major decisions, and in the case we mentioned, he blew it. Those decisions were
brought on because of his first little wrong choice to stay home. What are some other smaller decisions you
may have to face?
A3: The goal is that students see the importance of looking to God even in small choices. Suggested answers:
what time to show up for class or work, how you treat new friends, how you find new friends, what kind of
boundaries you set to keep living a life pleasing to God, if you will come home on weekends, when you will
call home, etc.
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Q4:  How do you look “Up”? (Matthew 6:33; James 1:5; Psalm 37:4; 1 Corinthians 10:31; Proverbs 3:5-6; 16:1-4, 9;
Psalm 119:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-8)

A4: Recap, “What does it mean to look up?” One way to look “Up” is to literally “Look up.” Look up scriptures in
God’s word that can give you direction making decisions. Memorize passages that you know set the standard
for certain decisions (you may give an example of an area such as stealing. A student shouldn’t have to look
up scripture to see if stealing is okay in their situation). However, not every answer is easy. So look up to see
what God says about your decision. Do that, by looking up passages in God’s word. Follow-up question: Why
don’t we look up sometimes? Lastly, mention the scriptures on their handout. Good scriptures to memorize.
Q5:  To whom do you look “out”? Do you ever avoid asking somebody a question because you know you won’t like
their answer?
A5: Listen to students answers and find out why they chose the people they did. Teaching note: Just like looking
up, when you look out, you need to “look out.” Look out for bad advice. Job was given a lot of advice that
sounded good, but it wasn’t the right advice. Then there’s King Ahab from earlier who avoided talking to
a man of God because he knew the answer wouldn’t be what he wanted. So look out, but look out for bad
advice you may get back. When you look out, look to godly men and women you can trust and who really
want best for you.
Q6:  How do you go about looking “in”?
A6: This takes time, quiet, and honesty. When you look “in”, again… literally “look in”. When someone says they
are going to “look into something”, what do they mean? Looking into something means you are going to
study up on it, research it, check it out, think it through, etc. Don’t just look in to see how you feel about the
situation; look in to weigh your motives. Look in to identify who you are really making this decision for. Look
in to see if you are making this decision to bring God glory for all He’s done in your life, or to fulfill your own
desire.

Final Thoughts:

Every decision we make has immeasurable consequences. However, Proverbs 16:1-4 and 9 give
us the peace of knowing that even though we make decisions, God is still in charge. We experience the most
joy when our decisions match what He desires for us. Commit to always looking up, out, and in before making
decisions in your next chapter of life.

Wrap-up:
• State the challenge: In every decision you should look up in God’s word what He says, Look out for bad advice
as you seek godly council, and look in to every aspect of the decisions and your motives for making the choice.

• Discuss upcoming events (Church, school, individual events where the group could show their support)
• Remind everyone of the commissioning service.
• ASK: What decision coming up in the near future concerns you the most?
• Pray as a group over these decisions.
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Stewardship
Lesson 1
Title: Who Owns You?
Video: Stewardship
Key Scriptures: Genesis 39-42

Session goals:
• To redefine stewardship and gain a biblical
understanding of how it impacts our life

• To reflect on how we are living and make plans to
become good stewards

Preparation:
• Read over lesson
• Pray
• Download Stewardship video
• Watch video, write any thoughts or insight down
• Make sure equipment to show the video is in your
meeting room

• Have student guides ready with pens

Introduction:

• introduce scripture
• move into discussion

Respond:
Follow the lead of the Holy Spirit. If there is
something pressing you learned from watching
the video during your preparation time, share it.
However, it is important as a leader that you ask
questions give ample time for students to react and
respond to those questions. Do not attempt to answer
for them or assume their answers. Their reactions and
responses are essential to recognizing how they are
living today and preparing for the future. Again, it
is recommended that you study ahead and read the
passages of Scripture and make notes on each so
that you can be prepared to respond to questions
and comments that come from the students. You may
also seek organic conversation before moving to
discussion questions. Examples: What stood out to
you in this video? Why? How does that impact the
decision you make now? How does that change how
you plan for the next chapter of your life?

• Pass out student guides and pens
• Announce the upcoming Commissioning service
(See the final week of the study). Tell them to invite
family and friends.

• Pray for the following time of discussion and for
the Holy Spirit’s involvement

• Play Stewardship video
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Discussion Help:
Intro: Being a good steward means making every decision in life the way the King would make that decision.
Q1:  Read Genesis 41:37-44. Pharaoh placed all of Egypt under Joseph’s command. The only person who had more
power was Pharaoh himself. He was given the right to rule as he desired, but who did he answer to? What can
this relationship between Joseph and Pharaoh teach us about our relationship with God as good stewards?
A1: The goal of this question is to help re-define stewardship. We want the students hitting on the ideas that God
owns it all, but trusts us to handle it right; That the amount we are trusted with is equal to the amount we
have been faithful with; That just because we are trusted with it, doesn’t mean we get to make decision how
we want… However, we still benefit from it (as seen in how Joseph uses his rule to take care of his family and
eventually provide safety for all God’s people in Egypt); etc.
Q2:  Using Joseph as an example, what characteristics make up a good steward?
A2: This is an extension of the last question. We see things about the relationship, but let’s identify the
characteristics more specifically. Joseph was faithful, persistent, trustworthy, patient, etc. Remember to
facilitate discussion. Ask HOW he was these things. You may even ask people as they answer to give other
examples of how we can display faithfulness, trustworthiness, etc. The more you can get the students talking
about what these biblical characteristics look like fleshed out in their lives, the better.
Q3:  Read Deuteronomy 8:10-18. God takes care of us. What causes us to forget or doubt God’s providence? How
do you avoid moving back to a mindset that says “you are in control”?
A3: Look for practical answers. Suggested answers, first question: When things are going really good we forget
it’s because of God. Or when God doesn’t seem to be working on our timeline, we begin to doubt and force
things on our own. Give students an atmosphere to be vulnerable in and share a time when they doubted God
would provide. For the second question, start with basic spiritual disciplines and move toward the idea that
this is not a story about you, but God’s story you are a part of.
Q4:  In Genesis 39-42, Joseph is trusted with Potiphar’s house, the prison, his gift of interpreting dreams, and then
all of Egypt. What have you been entrusted with?
A4: If someone can’t identify what God has trusted them with, have other students help. This can become a great
time of empowerment. Feel free to identify areas of giftedness in the students if others can’t come up with
anything. Examples: music talent, being a great friend, helping people through problems, being blessed
financially, a good writer, good speaker, a good encourager, being a great organizer, etc. Make sure
everyone participates. Being a good steward starts today.
Q5:  Read Matthew 24:45-51. Keeping in mind that the King would return impacted the way the servants handled
their leadership. Does the knowledge that you will answer to God for the quality of your stewardship impact
your decisions? Why? And looking ahead, how does being a good steward impact the next chapter of your
life?
A5: We want students to connect stewardship to the realization that Jesus is returning. This is about reminding
them that the King is active in their life, not absent. The “looking ahead” question is important. Use a marker
board or paper to draw out the outcomes of good stewardship verses bad. Place an area of stewardship
in the middle and then the potential outcome on each side. Example: Finances in the middle. On the “good
steward” side, we are never in want because we handle our money how God wants and He provides. On the
“bad steward” side, we worry consistently about finances because we put ourselves first. You can use other
areas like relationships, time, career choice, talents, etc.
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Q6:  Read Luke 16:10-13. In what areas of your life have you been a good or faithful steward? In what areas have
you been a bad steward? In the next chapter of your life, in what areas do you need to intentionally focus on
being a good steward?
A6: This is story time. Try to keep it on track, but also encourage the students to see what being a good steward
looks like in daily life. Also, be prepared to share short examples where you succeeded or failed as a
steward of the life God has given you. The third question is a big one. This is about planning. Again, this may
be a good place to draw their attention to personal journals and tell them to identify areas they need to
intentionally seek to be good stewards. Examples: finances, relationships, time management, education, job
choice, etc.

Wrap-up:
• State the challenge: Make every decision the way the King would make that decision for your life.
• Discuss upcoming events (Church, school, individual events where the group could show their support)
• Remind everyone of the Commissioning service.
• Pray. Guys group and girls group if numbers allow.
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Stewardship
Lesson 2
Title: Time, Talent, and Treasure
Key Scripture: Luke 16:1-12

Preparation:

Introduction:

• Read over lesson
• Pray
• Have blank paper and pens available for the

• Pass out student guides and pens
• Announce the upcoming Commissioning service

activity

• Type up a schedule of your churches
commissioning service next Sunday and print off
copies for all students.

• Have student guides ready with pens

(See the final week of the study) and pass out the
schedule so students can share with their families.

• Pray for the following time of discussion and for
the Holy Spirit’s involvement

• introduce scripture
• move into discussion
• do activities

Discussion Help:
Intro: Last week we talked about Joseph and stewardship. We learned that Stewardship is not about a Christian

checklist, but that it is a lifestyle where you view God as the owner of everything. Therefore making
decisions about everything the way God would make those decisions for you. This week, we’re going to look
specifically at our own lives and see how we can be good stewards in the areas of time, talent, and treasure.

Q1:  Have you ever been trusted with an assignment and gotten lazy?
A1: Example: playing a sport and not doing your job. This is what the manager had done. He was trusted with
something, and then got lazy with it. That is why the rich man was going to fire him.
Q2:   Read Luke 16:1-12. The Manager was nearly fired because he wasn’t making the most of every opportunity.
It’s easy to go through the motions and forget God has us here for a purpose. Are you making the most of
your time every day?
A2: This is a trick question. We know dishonesty is taught against in the bible. However, Jesus approves it here.
Why? Because the point of parable is not to be dishonest…the point is to use whatever means you have to
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accomplish the tasks the ruler has given you. Emphasize the managers decision to respond with action. When
we are convicted for not using our time, talent, or treasure right, we must respond with positive action. Get up,
don’t give up.
Q3:   How does the manager respond? Is being dishonest the right thing to do?
A3: As the leader, share yours as well. A good measuring stick for time is to ask if God gets 10% of your time
every day.
Q4:  The manager had a shrewd mind, a gift he’d gotten lazy with. We discussed things God has entrusted each of
us with last week. They fit into the categories of time, talent, and treasure. Before moving on, which area do
you allow God the most control over? Which area do you try to control the most, instead of giving it to God?  
A4: Time management is a big issue after high school. People don’t do it for you.
Activity: Have everyone take a sheet of paper and write out their perfect day. From 5 am to 5 am. Schedule
every hour or half hour with what they would be doing. Share your days. Now have everyone schedule their
Monday (tomorrow), 5 am to 5 am, the way that they think God would schedule it. Lesson: be intentional with
your time. We all have the same amount of time in a day and it’s up to us how we use it.

Q5:  Read Deuteronomy 8:18, James 4:13-17, and 1 Corinthians 12:12-27. The manager had a gift, the ability to
think shrewdly. List the talents God has given you. What do you think God wants you to do with these talents
both now and in the future?
A5: Have them include any silly tricks, like making a clover with your tongue, in addition to typical talents like
encouraging, singing, planning, etc. Have each person perform one of their talents.
Activity: Long term and short term goals. Have everyone right down a long and short term goal for three of their
talents. This is what I call an all-skate. Every person should be able to share at least one gift, one short term
goal and one long term possibility.

Q6:  Read  Luke 16:9-12 and Matthew 6:21. Jesus ends the parable by saying we should use worldly wealth for
eternal purposes. Do you treasure the wealth itself, or what can be accomplished with the wealth for the
kingdom of God? He also said in Matthew that where your treasure is, your heart will be also. What does that
mean?
A6: The first question is more reflective. The second question should point out that you can’t claim with your mouth
you value something when your actions say something else.
Activity: Write down what is important to you. A top 5 to 10. Share with the group. Now, write down a list the same
length of where your money goes (food, clothes, gas, church, school, etc.). Number 1 being where most of
your money goes. (This could also be done by giving each student monopoly money. Have them assign a
category to each bill. The highest bill being what they spend the most on and the lowest bill being what they
spend the least on). Does your list match up? Why or why not? Where does your spending say your heart is?

Q7:  A good measuring stick of how much we value God is where we spend our time, energy, and money. He told
us to use what we have for eternal purposes. How can you do that better?
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A7: Use this time to help students identify and discuss specific areas they need to make God king. Get specific.
Example: not just in time management, but by spending less time on facebook. Not just use your talents for
God more, but be more humble about the gifts you have. Etc.

Wrap-up:
• State the challenge: To give all of you time, talent, and treasure to benefit the Kingdom of God and not your own
kingdom.

• Discuss upcoming events (Church, school, individual events where the group could show their support)
• Remind everyone of the commissioning service next Sunday.
• Pray. Guys group and girls group if numbers allow.

44

Final Meeting
Leader,

Title: Commissioning Service

Thank you for taking these students
through such an incredible journey.
We want to end this journey with
a celebration. The last session is
designed to be a fun breakfast time
between friends, followed by a
commissioning time as part of the
churches morning worship. This will
take a lot of planning as it is more
intentional and biblical than simply
recognizing the seniors. This is a
wonderful opportunity for the church
to realize all the hard work you and
the students have put in preparing
to do the next chapter of life right.
If you have questions about this
service or need suggestions, please
email Nextchapter@bgco.org.
Thank you again for being a part
of changing the course of these
students lives forever.

Key Scripture: Jeremiah 29:4-13

His servant and yours,

Session goals:
• Celebrate the lives and growth of the students
• Commission the students into the next chapter
• Cast a vision both for the immediate future and
where they want to be in 4 years

Preparation:
• Plan Breakfast at your church to be had during the
typical Sunday School Time

• Purchase any gift typically given at a “Senior
Recognition” type service (visit with church staff for
all decisions with this session)

• Read over lesson
• Pray
• Visit with worship leader to plan commissioning
prayer during morning worship

• Get any media equipment needed should you
chose to show/make a slide show

Introduction:
• Serve breakfast
• Fellowship, share memories, and celebrate the
lives of the seniors while eating

Cody Brumley

• Share brief lesson from Jeremiah 29:4-13

45

Teaching help:
• We like the idea that God has good things in store for us, but not always that it’s in his timing. Israel was told to
get comfortable in their next chapter of life, knowing it’s not always where they will be.

• God wants you to take on the next chapter of your life with confidence. Go, settle in, find the reasons God has
sent you there and make the most of your time. Always remembering God has a plan… a story… that you are an
important part of. Seek first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these things will be added to you
(Matt. 6:33). Keep His story most important, and your story will take care of itself.

Reminder:
This should be a time of fellowship, memory sharing, a slideshow (if your church has those capabilities), and fun.
Spend a little time teaching, most of your time hanging out.

The Commissioning Service:
• Following the breakfast, we encourage a commissioning service. Many churches have a senior recognition
Sunday. We recommend replacing the emphasis of students graduating with the emphasis on commissioning the
students into the next chapter of life.

• Allow the pastor, youth leader, worship leader, and others to help decide how this should go.
• Here are a few suggestions:
–– Introduce the students by name (if your church has video capability, this is a good place to show a video
where each student introduces themselves and their future plans).

–– Present where students are headed with their next chapter of life.
–– Share about the journey they have been on this last semester.
–– Acts 13:1-5 – We believe these students have been called to each take different paths that will bring God
glory. We, as a church, should honor that belief by laying hands on them and commissioning them to the
work God has called them to in their next chapter of life.

–– Present to the church the students they have “invested” in. It is time to make a good return on the churches
investment. This is one way the church gets to send out workers into the field. The students now serve as
representatives of Christ and their church family.

–– Invite family and friends up to lay hands on the students and pray over them as they close one chapter and
begin the next intentionally.

–– Read 1 Corinthians 10:31 – Go and bring God glory.
–– Keep the focus on them being sent by the church and not on the accomplishment of reaching graduation.
This is designed to be a part of the worship service and not the entire service.
Another idea for this season of their life is a banquet dinner. This is a family event where a guest speaker (like
a BCM Director and/or a former student come share about the importance of how they approach the next
season of their life). This is a fun event where underclassmen can serve the meal to the families, and even provide
entertainment if you find it fitting. The main purpose of the night is to remind the students again that they are valued,
invested in, and that you as a church want best for them. This night should also include an emphasis on prayer.
In the final meeting for NextChapter, we want you to celebrate the lives of the students. We recommend replacing
your Sunday School time where you have been meeting with a Breakfast.
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Biblical Vision
We have many influences in our lives… some positive and some negative. Many things affect our vision. That being
said, we often overlook our greatest source of strength and wisdom.  The Bible is our best tool for understanding
God’s perspective. Work together as a group and study the following verses. Discuss what each verse means and
how it has affected or could impact your life vision.
Psalm 119:89

Deuteronomy 11:18

Isaiah 40:8

Psalm 119:11

Matthew 24:35

Psalm 19:8

Deuteronomy 8:3

Psalm 119:105; 130

Job 23:12

Hebrews 4:12

Jeremiah 15:16

John 17:17

1 Peter 2:2

Romans 15:4

2 Timothy 3:16

Acts 17:11

2 Peter 1:21

1 John 5:13

How Do Others Read Me?
When you get together and talk with friends, what are you most like? Choose one.

Long Novel

Telling everything, every detail, every emotion from start to finish, leaving nothing out.

Short Story

Quick and to the point, getting the story out but not spending too much time on any details.

Letters to the Editor

Willing to share what I like and what bothers me, regardless of what other will think about me.

Magazine

Jump around from one subject to another, giving glimpses of my life for others to enjoy.

Text Book

Sharing my experiences and offering suggestions for others to deal with situations in their life.

Essay

Choosing a topic, and talking or debating about it until every aspect is out in the open.

After making your selection, share why you picked what you did with the other
members of your group.

Additional questions to discuss:
How would others who know you very well describe you?

What type of person would you most likely want for a best friend?

What type of person would you least likely want for a best friend?
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Dear college bound student,
Congratulations! You have made a great choice for the next chapter of your life. I made the same
decision out of high school, only I did because it was just what I was supposed to do. I was unprepared
for what would happen over the next four years. That’s why I’m writing you.
You aren’t headed into the real world. You are headed to college. In the real world you don’t live in the
same hallway as 40 other people your age who consider taco bell at 3 a.m. a daily meal. This is a short,
exciting, fun, scary, life-altering season of your life where you will make some of the biggest decisions of
your life. It’s also not just the next thing you are supposed to do. I believe God designed you to head to
college and go with a purpose.
As I write this, I pray that you would view your college campus as a mission field. Your church has
invested in you and they will be sending you to campus as a representative of Christ. To do this right, I
would recommend you finding a campus ministry like BCM to join and also a non-Christian organization
to join. This will give you your place to get filled and help accountable spiritually and your place to
impact the lost. Joining groups like this will also give you lots of opportunities to have a good time. And
college is a very good time.
I would like to give you lots of practical advice (like not to enroll in 8 a.m. classes your first year…or
maybe ever, wear shower shoes, get to know your professors, sleep, make good study habits early,
don’t wear your letter jacket or all-state jacket, call home lots but don’t go home every weekend, etc.),
but I will leave that to people in your church. Ask as many people as you can what they would’ve done
differently in college. The best way to make sure your next chapter is incredible experiences instead of
regret is to learn from those who have been there.
That’s also what I want for you in this study. Learn from these characters in the Bible as though you
have never read about them before. Be honest, open and talkative to help prepare each other the next
chapter. Also, remember every character you read about is just like you. They are people who made
the most of their opportunity to be involved in the story God is writing through time. You get to be a
part of an incredible story and your time at college is vital. No other time will you have the opportunity
for influence like you do at college. No other time will you have the freedom to go on mission trips and
invest in your giftedness like you do at college. This is an exciting season coming up and I am excited for
you. When you get there: find accountability, live for Christ’s purpose, study hard, and soak up every
opportunity to have fun.
As you end this current chapter of your life, invest in the younger students. Finish strong. Enjoy every
moment. Leave well with no regret. Then dive into college with vision, purpose, excitement, and a plan to
glorify God in your next chapter. Make this next chapter the best yet.

Cody Brumley
TCC West BCM Director

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
Dear future Solider/Airman/Marine/Sailor/Coast Guardsmen
Congratulations on completing one chapter of your life and on your decision to join the military. It
will be one of the most challenging and rewarding times of your life. I remember when I made the
decision to join the military, I was both scared and excited.  Uncertain about what I was getting
into, yet confident I was right where God wanted me to be. When I first enlisted I had no idea the
plan God would have for me or where He would take me in my military career, yet He was with
me the entire time, whether I was in training or in war.
I wish I could tell you everything you needed to know before you begin your new journey, but
some things just don’t make sense until you go through it for yourself. I can tell you things like,
do not sign your contract until you understand everything in it and it says what you want and
what you were promised. Keep a copy of everything (Orders, Promotions, Awards, DD-214’s ect)
because at some point in your career the military will lose it and it will be up to you to prove it.
Do not believe the hype that is in movies and recruiting videos. Rambo will never happen, “Band
of Brothers,” very few people will get to experience that kind of war, simply because today’s
military is not the same as it was back then. And predators will never get into a “Dog Fight” with
a C-130 like we all saw in the movie “Transformers.” So as you are going through these new
experiences, I would encourage you to look towards those you are close to or members of your
church family and seek their wisdom and guidance. One of the most important things I had and
still have is a strong godly support group. While they may not fully understand what you are
going through there is nothing stronger than the power of prayer.
I would challenge you that as you learn the qualities and characteristics of what it takes to
become a Soldier/Airman/Sailor/Marine never forget the qualities and characteristics of being
a Christian.  You do not have to turn in your Helmet of Salvation for a Kevlar, your Sword of the
Spirit for an M-4, or your Shoes of Peace for combat boots. The load maybe heavy at times but it
is possible to carry the full Amour of God (Ephesians 6:10-18) and serve in the military.
As you progress through the ranks you will grow in ways you never thought, you will have the
opportunity to influence people and be influenced by others. You will look at things in a new
light, what you once took for granted you will cherish. I pray that you take full advantage of the
opportunities that come your way through the military as well as through this study. Begin to  look
at these lessons in a new light. Discover how they relate to you.  Cherish the opportunity you have
to study, to learn from and with your peers.
                                                                                             
CASEYLEE J LIPSCOMB, LT, USAF
AIRBOURNE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER

Dear student headed into the work force,
Congratulations on your decision to go right to work out of high school. What lies ahead of you
is no easy task. You will be thrust into “real life” quicker than most people your age. With it will
come the benefits of a pay check, a set schedule, and growing up. You will also face the harsh
realities of bills, co-workers, and keeping your faith. A friend of mine felt God leading him to head
right into the work force out if high school, here are a few tips he wanted to offer:
“Hey, I hear you made a decision to go into the workplace after high school. That’s great! You
will be able to save up for new things, but it’s easy to get caught up with work. Don’t forget
your church. Learn new ways you can serve. Since you’re working now you can tithe without
borrowing money from parents. Also you can spread the gospel to some employees at your work.
Don’t lose focus on God. Be an example to co-workers. Be prepared to take harsh criticisim for
being a Christian. Remember Matthew 5:11; it helps me when I run into problems.”
As a student headed into the work force after graduation, you will have the unique opportunity
to make an immediate impact at your home church. Your church has invested in you and next
year begins your lifelong journey of investing back into your church. The most important thing to
remember as you head into this next chapter of your life is that God has a purpose for calling
you into the workforce. Be excited about what’s next and keep your eyes open for ways He can
use you. You will have a pay check you can use to bless others. You will be spending every day
working with the same people and have opportunities to show them that Christians really are
loving and not judgmental. You get to turn right around and help build a Sunday school class of
college and career students, or even volunteer in another ministry area.
I cannot say enough how proud I am of you for going through this study and taking the next
chapter of your life seriously. Make a plan to make the most out of this next chapter of your
life. Again, congratulations on heading to work out of high school. My prayer is that your heart
for your hometown grows and God gives you opportunities to set the example of how to be a
Christian in the workplace.

Cody Brumley
TCC West BCM Director

